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Candle Lighting Times 

 

August 
 

August 5 – 7:49 p.m. 

 

August 12 – 7:41 p.m. 

 

August 19 – 7:31 p.m. 

 

August 26 – 7:20 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candle Lighting Times 

 

September 
 

September 2 – 7:09 p.m. 

 

September 9 – 6:57 p.m. 

 

September 16 – 6:45 p.m. 

 

September 23 – 6:34 p.m. 

 

September 30 – 6:22 p.m. 

 
 

Calendar of events 
Saturday, August 6 

Rabbi Arsers in attendance 

Mechitzah 

 

Saturday, August 20 
Rabbi Arsers in attendance 

Mechitzah 

 

Sunday, August 21 
Board meeting – 9:30 a.m. 

Dee Erlichman’s unveiling 

10 a.m. 

Peoria Hebrew Cemetery 
 

Saturday, August 27 
Rabbi Stein in attendance 

Mechitzah 

 

Mazel Tov To: 
Rabbi Zalman and Ellen Stein on 

the birth of their granddaughter, 

Ma’ayan Yehudit Stein.  

Congratulations to the parents, 

Avigayil Yehudit Stein. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

August 
Alena Fishkin 

Donavon Dorris 

David Nathan 

Debbie Morgenstern 

Anna Favus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 
Sandra and Dan Steinberg 

Marcia and Carl Inselberg 

Sue and Sheldon Katz 
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From Rabbi Michael Arsers 

We have recently concluded a portion of the year 

that contains many significant occasions on the 

Jewish calendar.  Starting with Purim, we 

proceeded to Passover, the counting of the Omer, 

and then, Shavuos.  In between Passover and 

Shavuos, we marked several important modern 

innovations in the calendar – Holocaust 

Memorial Day, Israeli Independence Day, and 

Yom Yerushalayim - the anniversary of the 

reunification of Jerusalem during the Six Day 

War. 

Along the way, we also celebrated Lag B’omer. 

We now find ourselves at the beginning of the 

next part of the Jewish calendar which leads up 

to the High Holidays.  However, we start at a 

low point.  The next significant date is the Fast 

of Tammuz which falls this year on the 24th of 

July (the Hebrew date is the 17th of Tammuz).  

The Fast of Tammuz marks the beginning of the 

events that led to the destruction of the Holy 

Temple.  It was on the 17th of Tammuz that the 

Babylonians breached the walls of Jerusalem for 

the first time.  It was not a coincidence that the 

walls were broken through on this date.  The 

17th of Tammuz was predestined to be the 

occasion for the breaking of the walls of the 

capital city by the fact that it was on this date 

that Moses, coming down from Mt. Sinai and 

seeing the people worshipping the Golden Calf, 

smashed the first set of the Tablets of the Law.  

Three weeks later, the Temple was destroyed, on 

the 9th of Av (Tisha B’av).  This date, too, was 

predestined to be an occasion for disasters in the 

subsequent course of Jewish history.  It was on 

the 9th of Av that the spies returned with their 

discouraging report from the Land of Israel.  As 

a result of their speaking L’shon Hara about the 

Land of Israel, the people sat down and cried.  

They had no real reason to be so discouraged.  

G-d had commanded them to go up and take 

possession of the Land.  G-d promised them that 

He would be with them to make sure they were 

victorious.  When G-d saw that the people cried 

despite His assurances, He decreed that this 

would be a date of crying for all future 

generations.  Hence, the 9th of Av was the date 

on which the Temple was destroyed both times – 

first by the Babylonians in 586 BCE and then by 

the Romans in 70 CE.  It has also been the date 

of the beginning of many tragedies in the history 

of our people. 

There are seven weeks from Tisha B’av until 

Rosh Hashannah.  These weeks, during which 

we read the Haftarah portions of consolation – 

portions which focus on the forgiveness of G-d 

and the bright future He has planned for the 

Jewish People – are a time for us to concentrate 

on how we will mend our lives beginning with 

the New Year.  The focus of these weeks of 

preparation for Rosh Hashannah and Yom 

Kippur is on repentance and forgiveness, just as 

the Jewish People were forgiven by G-d for the 

sin of the Golden Calf. 

The proof that G-d had forgiven the people for 

their backsliding was in the fact that he 

commanded Moses to go back up on Mt. Sinai to 

receive the second set of the Tablets. G-d was 

offering the Jewish People a second chance.  

Every year on Yom Kippur, we are offered a 

chance to come closer to G-d and bring our lives 

in line with the commandments of the Torah. 

Again, Yom Kippur – the 10th day of the month 

of Tishrei - is not a random date which presents 

us with an opportunity for forgiveness.  It was on 

this date that Moses returned from Mt. Sinai 

bearing the second Tablets of the Law.  The 

forgiveness inherent in that occasion remains 

every year on Yom Kippur. 

We see from all of these events on the calendar 

that nothing is random in Jewish life. 

The important milestones of Jewish History and 

the dates for the holidays were all established 

long before by the events described in the Torah. 

 
 

Charity Fund 
Honor of Melissa Halperin’s 40

th
 birthday 

Joan and Tom Halperin 

Honor of Rebecca and Arie Halperin on the 

birth of their daughter, Ella Ann Halperin 

Joan and Tom Halperin 

Memory of Bernard Wetchler 

Joan and Tom Halperin 
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From our President, LaDona Fishkin 
Dear Members and Friends of Agudas Achim, 

Thank you for electing me as the new President 

of Agudas Achim. I recognize there is hard work 

ahead for me, my executive board of: Sheldon 

Katz (financial VP), Linda Schwabacher 

(treasurer), Ed Kach (recording secretary), 

Jeffrey Huberman (past president), and my board 

of: Harry Morgenstern, Leonard Kaufman, 

Sanford Gordon, Carl Cohen, Judy Michelson, 

Dr. David Nathan, Andy Kravetz and Susan 

Gordon. I wish to thank Leonard Kaufman for 

his leadership as our past religious VP and David 

Michelson, past board member. 

I have started to reach out to local members of 

our congregation, and would like to have an 

opportunity to meet with each of you for coffee 

or on the phone to listen to your history with 

Agudas Achim and thoughts about the future. 

We have a committee that is actively working on 

some difficult issues in an effort to move us 

forward as a congregation and community. 

Please feel free to contact Gladys, who will share 

my contact information if you would like to meet 

before I have the opportunity to contact you. 

Agudas Achim is important to the balance of 

Jewish life in Peoria. We work hard to have a 

traditional minyan for kaddish, we provide 

kosher meals for our community from our 

kitchen and recently we helped young Israeli 

men from the Technion feel the warmth of our 

community with kosher meals, daily minyans, 

and a beautiful shabbat meal with the board.  

I will make every effort to execute the needs of 

our congregation and community, and 

G-d willing we hope to have an opportunity to 

honor our past, present and future working 

together. 

 

Toda Raba, 

~ LaDona W Fishkin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Kiddush Fund Donations 
In Appreciation of Leonard Kaufman 

Susan Gordon 

Honor of the recovery of Alan Gordon 

Debbie and Harry Morgenstern 

Honor of Debbie and Harry Morgenstern on 

the birth of their grandson, Benjamin Ari 

Morgenstern 

CHAI – Marcy and Michael Kennelly 

Honor of Rabbi Zalman and Ellen Stein on the 

birth of their granddaughter, Ma’ayan Yehudit 

Stein 

CHAI – Donna and Leonard Kaufman 

Memory of Lola Nathan Backman (Ellen 

Stein’s mother) 

Gail and Sanford Gordon 

CHAI – Marcy and Michael Kennelly 

Memory of Bernard Wetchler 

Debbie and Harry Morgenstern 

CHAI – Phyllis and Michael Sadoff 

Memory of Anshel Mogilevsky 

Debbie and Harry Morgenstern 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

father, Robert Edelson 

Susan Gordon 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother-in-law, Helen Gordon 

Susan Gordon 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

grandmother, Myra Edelson 

Susan Gordon 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

grandfather, Isaac Bluestein 

Susan Gordon 

Memory of the yahrzeits of my dear, beloved 

parents, Moshe and Clara Zablocki 

Rena Olenick 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

mother, baubie, and grandbaubie, Lillian 

Ruvinsky 

The Williams and Klapperich families 
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Torah Fund Donations 
Honor of Rabbi Ralph Ruebner’s ordination 

Judy and Dave Michelson 

Memory of Bernard Wetchler 

CHAI – Rena Olenick and family 

2 X CHAI+ – Linda and Jeff Ketay 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, Morris Bloomfield 
CHAI – Ursula and Charles Moses 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

grandmother, Sara Siegman 
CHAI+ – Randy Schuster 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

uncle, Max Wine 
Leo Wine 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

mother and grandmother, Zelda Heller 
CHAI+ - Linda Heller-Lappin and family 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

grandmother and great-grandmother, Flora 

Heller 
CHAI+ - Linda Heller-Lappin and family 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father and grandfather, Joseph Kleiner 
2 X CHAI – Sally and Morris Kleiner and family 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother, 

Elsie Wolff 
CHAI – Wolff, Karel, and Schwab families 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

uncle, Leo Schwabacher 
CHAI – Wolff, Karel, and Schwab families 

Memory of the yahrzeits of our dear, beloved 

grandfather and grandmother, Meyer and 

Flora Heller 
CHAI+ – Annette and Jack Heller 

Memory of the yahrzeits of our dear, beloved 

father and mother, Leonard and Zelda Heller 
CHAI+ – Annette and Jack Heller 

 

 

 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, Walter Griminger 
CHAI – Stella and Kurt Griminger 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

mother, Dolores Griminger 
CHAI – Stella and Kurt Griminger 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother-in-law, Ruth Gavenda 
CHAI+ – Elaine Feinner 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

father, Barney Gavenda 
CHAI+ – Elaine Feinner 

 

 

 

The Board of Directors and members of 

Congregation Agudas Achim wish to express 

their sympathy to 
The family of Gloria Bork Pernatin 

The family of Bernard Wetchler 

Freyda Fredman Hospitality Fund 

Honor of Debbie and Harry Morgenstern on 

the birth of their grandson, Benjamin Ari 

Morgenstern 

CHAI – Yos Fredman 

CHAI – Diane and Ed Kach 

Honor of Melissa Halperin’s 40
th

 birthday 

Cindy and Eric Goldberg 

Honor of Rebecca and Arie Halperin on the 

birth of their daughter, Ella Ann Halperin 

Cindy and Eric Goldberg 

Memory of Bernard Wetchler 

CHAI – Yos Fredman 

CHAI – Diane and Ed Kach 

CHAI – Janet and Lewis Steinberg 

Doris Shasha 

Cindy and Eric Goldberg 

In memory of Ben Schwartz 
CHAI – The Joel Schwartz family 

In memory of Cathy Welch 
The Joel Schwartz family 
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Dee Erlichman’s Unveiling 

Sunday August 21, at 10 a.m. 

Peoria Hebrew Cemetery 


