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From Rabbi Michael Arsers
Sukkot is my favorite Jewish holiday.  Sitting in the Sukkah is the one mitzvah that you can literally put your whole self into.  More than any other mitzvah, the Sukkah unites both the spiritual and the physical. 
The mitzvah of Sukkot consists of eating a meal in a small booth.  What could be simpler? And yet, it is a spiritual act that reminds us of G-d’s constant protection.  There is a minhag (custom) to begin building the Sukkah right after Yom Kippur.  This is very meaningful.  After fasting and praying all day, we go home and start building a little booth, our Sukkah.  The lesson is that using hammers and nails can be just as holy in Jewish life as fasting and praying.  Eating in the Sukkah is a mitzvah just as is fasting on Yom Kippur.

On Sukkot there is another mitzvah of taking the arba minim, the four species, and waving them in all directions.  The symbolism of the four species is very rich.  Most of the interpretations of the etrog, palm branch, myrtle and willow leaves involve the concept of unity.  One view is that the four species represent different parts of the human body which are all brought together to serve G-d.  Another interpretation sees each of the four species as representative of a different type of Jew.  Bringing them together to perform this mitzvah teaches us the importance of the unity of the Jewish people.  Yet another view connects each of the four species with a different region in the Land of Israel.  Combining all of these interpretations together teaches us the importance of uniting ourselves as individuals as well as uniting with the whole Jewish People and with the Land of Israel.

The last day of Sukkot is Simchat Torah.  On this day, the Jewish People come together for the ultimate expression of unity - dancing with the Torah.  Nothing else we do during the year is more expressive of what it means to be a Jew.  If I were to choose one picture to put in a dictionary next to the word Jew, it would be a picture of someone dancing with the Torah.  Our love for Torah, both its study and the life that it dictates for us, is at the core of Judaism.
Eating in the Sukkah, waving the Lulav, and dancing with the Torah, these mitzvahs associated with Sukkot, are symbols of the unity of Jewish life and the Jewish People and they teach us that even simple physical actions can reach the loftiest spiritual heights.
Peoria Hebrew Day School News

We sure did have a hot start to the school year!  Everyone will be happy for a cool down.  In September, the students took a trip to the Peoria Riverfront Museum to view the Dinosaurs in Motion exhibit.  This exhibit was very interesting and fun for the students because it was an interactive exhibit.  The dinosaurs were made out of metal and to scale.  The students were able to move the dinosaurs using various mechanisms such as pulleys and levers.  This helped us explore cause and effect, speed, energy, and much more.  We had a great time!
Our Hebrew and Judaic studies have gotten off to a great start this year!  Ms Anat Gorenshtein and Mr. Carmel Shek are teaching Hebrew, spoken by native Israeli’s.  Each of the five classes, aleph, bet, gimmel, dalet, and hay spends quality time with Anat and Carmel. In addition to this we have the teaching services of Rabbi Karen and Dr. Dina Lunken throughout the week.  We have been learning about Rosh Hashanah, the shofar, and special foods to be eaten on the upcoming holiday.      

Please join us for a delicious dinner at the PVII on Tuesday, October 20th.   On that night, a portion of PVII’s proceeds will go to support Peoria Hebrew Day School.  We hope to see everyone there!        

Peoria Hebrew Day School is still enrolling students for Pre-Kindergarten through 8th grade for the 2015-2016 school year!  Please contact Ruth Stanton at 1-617-721-3867 or peoriadayschool@sbcglobal.net for more information
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Kiddush Fund Donations

Honor of Rabbi Zalman and Ellen Stein on the marriage of their son, Ari, to Abra Rosenbum

Debbie and Harry Morgenstern

Honor of the recovery of Teresa Erlichman
2 x CHAI – Dee Erlichman

In appreciation of Leonard Kaufman
Susan Gordon
Honor of Debbie and Harry on the birth of their grandson, Eli Reese Kamenauer
CHAI – Donna and Leonard Kaufman

In appreciation of Ed Kach
CHAI – Leonard Kaufman

Mazel Tov on the new Chabad center on Bradley Campus
CHAI – Donna and Leonard Kaufman

Thank you to Susan Gordon for the delicious kiddush on the second day of Rosh Hashanah
Betya Katz and Michael Katz
Thank you to Irene and Ira Pritzker for the delicious kiddush on the second day of Rosh Hashanah
Betya Katz and Michael Katz

Thank you to Linda Schwabacher for the delicious kiddush on the second day of Rosh Hashanah
Betya Katz and Michael Katz

Thank you to Sheldon Katz for blowing the shofar
Betya Katz and Michael Katz

Honor of the recovery of Scott Kennelly
CHAI+ – Craig and Joan Freed Kuchel
Memory of Nochum Matlin (Sandra and Dan Steinberg’s son-in-law)
Susan Gordon
Memory of the yahrzeits of my dear, beloved parents, Lillian and Robert Edelson
Susan Gordon
Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved brother, Robert Edelson
Susan Gordon
Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved husband, Leon Gordon
Susan Gordon

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved mother-in-law and father-in-law, Helen and Morris Gordon
Susan Gordon

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved mother, grandmother, and friend, Bluma Freed
2 X CHAI – Craige and Joan Freed Kuchel and family

CHAI+ – Marie and Bruce Schindles
Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved brother, Herman Finkelstein
CHAI – Betty Congress

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved parents, Helen and Morris Gordon, and Beulah and Herchel Pritzker
4 X CHAI – Ira and Irene Pritzker
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Torah Fund Donations

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved father, Ted Hester
2 X CHAI – Phillip Hester

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved brother, Walter Griminger
CHAI – Ruth Season

In memory of our mother and grandmother, Goldye Schwartz
2 X CHAI – Elaine and Cary Schwartz

CHAI – Joel Schwartz and family
Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved father, Herman Dennison
5 X CHAI+ – Aaron Dennison

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved husband, father, grandfather, and great-grandfather, Arthur Dennison
CHAI – Corinne Dennison; Vicki Cooley and family; Mitchell Dennison and family
Mazel Tov To:

Debbie and Harry Morgenstern on the birth of their grandson, Eli Reese Kamenauer.  Congratulations to the parents, Heather and Jon Kamenauer
Charity Fund
Honor of Brooke and Chen Jack on the birth of their daughter, Stella Vienne Jack
Joan and Tom Halperin

Honor of Ruth and Daniel Stanton on the birth of their daughter, Maya Alexa Stanton
Joan and Tom Halperin
Honor of Debbie and Harry on the birth of their grandson, Eli Reese Kamenauer
Joan and Tom Halperin
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Freyda Fredman Hospitality Fund
Honor of Debbie and Harry on the birth of their grandson, Eli Reese Kamenauer
CHAI – Yos Fredman
Honor of Rabbi Zalman and Ellen Stein on the marriage of their son, Ari, to Abra Rosenbum

CHAI – Yos Fredman

Honor of Debbie and Harry on the birth of their grandson, Eli Reese Kamenauer
Diane and Ed Kach

CHAI – Yos Fredman

Honor of the recovery of Rena Friedlander
CHAI – Diane and Ed Kach

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved father-in-law, William Siegel
CHAI – Yos Fredman

It’s Time to Take a Break

Gladys will be on vacation from 

September 28, to October 16, 2015.  

All essential businesses will be conducted.  

The office will be intermittently manned during this period.

You can leave your message at

 (309) 692-4848 (synagogue), 

(309) 453-6093 (Leonard Kaufman), or

 (309) 253-9834 Linda Schwabacher 

and your call will be returned. 

 Your donations and yahrzeits will be sent out on time.  Thank you for your cooperation!
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Dawn and Roger Adler, and Eli

12617 N. Broadview Court

Dunlap, IL  61525

Dawn’s Cell # 309.265.6841
Michele and Gary Hart, and Hunter
135 Sun Valley Court
East Peoria, IL  61611
Michele’s Cell # 309.696-2039
Trude and Larry Reiser

119 N. Castle Drive

Dunlap, IL  61525

Home # 309.243.9003

Bernard Wetchler

929 W Foster Ave  Apt 711
Chicago, IL  60640
Bernie’s Cell # 312.343.3696
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Teresa Erlichman

Michael and Scott Kennelly

Karen Schulman


Ed Pritzker’s Unveiling

Sunday November 1, 2015

10:30 a.m.

Peoria Hebrew Cemetery

Rabbi Michael Arsers officiating
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October


Michael Kennelly


Jumuna Patel


Herbert Weinstein


H. Jerome Dennison


Matthew Kuhn


Jennifer Dolin


Tem Williams


Norma Axelrod


Carl Cohen


























October


Judy and Dave Michelson


Debbie and Harry Morgenstern








Calendar of events


Saturday, October 3


Carmel will give a drash





Sunday, October 4


Hashanah Rabbah - 8 am


Candle Lighting – 6:16 pm





Monday, October 5


Shemini Atzeret


9 am – 10:30 am Yizkor


Candle Lighting after 7:15 pm





Tuesday, October 6


Simchat Torah - 9am





Saturday, October 10


Rabbi Arsers in attendance





Saturday, October 17


Rabbi Arsers in attendance





Sunday, October 18


Board meeting – 9:30 a.m.





Saturday, October 24


Rabbi Stein in attendance





Saturday, October 31


Rabbi Arsers in attendance
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Candle Lighting Times





October





October 2 – 6:20 p.m.





October 9 – 6:08 p.m.





October 16 – 5:58 p.m.





October 23 – 5:47 p.m.





October 30 – 5:38 p.m.





























Candle Lighting Times





November





November 6 – 4:29 p.m.





November 13 – 4:22 p.m.





November 20 – 4:17 p.m.





November 27 – 4:13 p.m.





October 30 – 5:38 p.m.








Michael Arsers – Rabbi	Leonard Kaufman – Religious Affairs Vice-President		Linda Schwabacher – Treasurer      Edwin Kach – Secretary
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