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Candle Lighting Times 

 

February 
 

February 3 – 5:01 p.m. 

 

February 10 – 5:09 p.m. 

 

February 17 – 5:18 p.m. 

 

February 24 – 5:26 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candle Lighting Times 

 

March 
 

March 3 – 5:34 p.m. 

 

March 10 – 5:42 p.m. 

 

March 17 – 6:50 p.m. 

 

March 24 – 6:57 p.m. 

 

March 31 – 7:04 p.m. 

  

 

Calendar of events 
Saturday, February 4 

Rabbi Stein in attendance 

Mechitzah 

 

Saturday, February 11 
Rabbi Arsers in attendance 

 

Sunday, February 12 
Board meeting – 9:30 a.m. 

 

Saturday, February 18 
Mechitzah 

 

Saturday, February 25 
Rabbi Arsers in attendance 

 

 

Community Events 
Saturday February 11, 6 p.m. 

Tu B'Shevat Extravaganza 

Sponsored by the Jewish Federation 

liquid seder and Iron Chef Contest 

 

Monday February 27, 12 noon 

Around Sarah's Table  

Purim Luncheon 

 

 

 

 
 

February 
Ruth Season 

Iris Decker 

Alyssa Kuhn 

Diane Kach 

Charlene Steinberg 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 

 
Charlene and Charles Steinberg 

Anne and H. Jerome Dennison 
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From Rabbi Michael Arsers 
This month in the synagogue, we are beginning 

again, to read the Book of Exodus in the weekly 

Torah portions.  The Exodus from Egypt is 

mentioned and remembered over and over again 

in Jewish life and ritual.  Of the major holidays 

of the year, none is more beloved than Passover. 

Almost all Jews observe Passover in some way, 

even if they do very little else Jewish during the 

year.  Passover is observed in order to recall the 

events of the Exodus and through its rituals it 

enables us to experience for ourselves those 

events.  As the Haggadah tells us, “In every 

generation, every Jew should feel as if he or she 

had personally gone out of Egypt.” But, Passover 

is certainly not the only occasion on which we 

remember the Exodus from Egypt.  It is 

remembered every Shabbos.  The Friday evening 

Kiddush states that Shabbos is “…a 

remembrance of the Exodus from Egypt.” 

Tefillin are also said to be a symbol of the 

Exodus.  And, indeed, we are commanded to 

mention the Exodus every single day.  To fulfill 

this mitzvah, the third paragraph of the daily 

Shema was added because it ends with the 

phrase, “I am the Lord your G-d who brought 

you out of the Land of Egypt to be your G-d.” 

It is clear that there is no event in Jewish history 

that rivals the Exodus.  It is striking to think that 

there is no holiday or ritual to mark the conquest 

of the Land of Israel or the building of the 

Temple in Jerusalem.  Rather, it is our 

experience of slavery and our redemption from 

bondage that are recalled in so many rituals and 

holidays. 

Why is the Exodus from Egypt so central? Why 

are we compelled to constantly remember it? 

Certainly, G-d had an intention in making this 

event the central memory for Jews. 

I believe that the importance of the Exodus is so 

that we will remember that our beginnings as a 

people were in slavery and then redemption.  

This fact, which is instilled in us by constant 

repetition, has created a particular type of 

personality that every Jew shares.  Its purpose is 

to remind us that no matter how dark things 

appear, no matter how hopeless the situation 

seems, a Jew never loses hope.  It is this 

personality trait that has given Jews the ability to 

survive pogroms, inquisitions, expulsions, and 

even the Holocaust.  Every Jew has been taught 

over and over again that despite the darkness of 

Egypt, G-d redeemed us from there. 

On a personal level too, all of us have ups and 

downs in life. The greatest gift that Judaism has 

given us is the ability never to lose hope.  We 

know that redemption is always possible.  This is 

the strength that has been instilled in us by the 

constant memory and mention of the Exodus 

from Egypt. 
 

 

Peoria Hebrew Day School News 
The Hanukkah Party at PHDS was a great 

success and we were very happy to get to honor 

Sue Katz for all of her achievements in the 

community.  The students worked very hard to 

prepare for their big night in front of family, 

friends, and the Jewish community.  The 

students performed a play for the audience as 

well as sang a few songs for everyone to enjoy. 

Adults were able to enjoy the wine tasting as 

well as the silent action.  Everyone was able to 

celebrate the night with a great dinner prepared 

by our chefs.  The next day the extra food was 

used to make meals that were delivered to 

elderly members of the community.  We were 

thankful for all of the volunteers that helped 

make this event possible. 

Peoria Hebrew Day School is now enrolling 

students for Pre-Kindergarten through 8
th

 grade 

for the 2016-2017 school year!  Please contact 

Ruth Stanton at 1-617-721-3867 or 

peoriadayschool@sbcglobal.net for more 

information.  

 

mailto:peoriadayschool@sbcglobal.net
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From our President, LaDona Fishkin 
Dear Members and Friends of Agudas Achim, 

Have you noticed the days are getting longer?  I personally live for 

sunny days, I feel energized and more hopeful with the longer days. 

Another thing that has made me feel more hopeful for the future of 

Agudas Achim, and our interests, we are almost to our goal with the 

Grinspoon Foundation’s generous offer of earning $5,000 for our 

congregation for every 18 

Letters of Intent. We have 11 

members who have signed 

Letters of Intent, so we only 

need 7 more. Ed Kach and I 

can meet with you at a later 

time to work out details, but 

the first step is the Letter of Intent.  We would love to hear 

from you.  The good news, we have all month to hear from 

you, but the bad news is the opportunity to earn this $5,000 for 

our synagogue ends in Feb 28 and then we begin again. 

Please join our Legacy Circle of members and friends, who 

like you, believe in the mission and future of our beloved Agudas 

Achim.   By establishing a legacy through a bequest or planned gift, 

you will have planted seeds for future generations.  Your generosity 

will ensure that Agudas Achim remains as integral a part of future 

generations as it has been for you.  In other words, your gift will make 

a difference in the lives of others for many years to come.  

I would like to reflect on future generations and thank Dr. Tom 

Halperin for guiding the students of the PHDS with daily davening and 

Judaica studies.  This extended to leading services for shabbat and 

reading torah at Agudas Achim.  The students of the day school lead services for us January 28 at an 

egalitarian service, after a traditional minyan.  Also, it was special to see some women performing their 

first aliyah with some anxiety and pride, as the kids read from the torah.  In addition, the day school 

parents put on an amazing kiddush for the 40 people who attended.  Thank you PHDS, Dr. Halperin and 

Agudas Achim community. 

Thank you for your support of community,  

 

 

 

LaDona W Fishkin, 

President Agudas  
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Kiddush Fund Donations 
Honor of Debbie and Harry Morgenstern on 

the birth of their granddaughter, Mallory Rose 

Morgenstern 

Marcy and Michael Kennelly 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother-in-law, Ruth Feinner 
2 X CHAI+ – Elaine Feinner 

Memory of the yahrzeits of our dear, beloved 

friends, Rhetta and Gene Schindles 
CHAI – Marcy and Michael Kennelly 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, zaddy and great-zaddy, Jack Ruvinsky 
The Williams and Klapperich family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Torah Fund Donations 
Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

grandfather, Abe Siegman 
2 X CHAI+ – Randy Schuster 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother, Betty Schuster 
2 X CHAI+ – Randy Schuster 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

husband and father, Boris Wine 
5 X CHAI – Mary Wine 

Leo Wine 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, grandfather, and great-grandfather, 

Stanley Bernstein 
CHAI – The Inselberg family 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

grandmother, Rhea Bork 
CHAI – Michael Bork 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

sister, Anna Polono 
Bella Kaplan 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

father-in-law, Louis Gordon 
Bella Kaplan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freyda Fredman Hospitality Fund 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

parents, Neil and Clara Fredman 
2 X CHAI – Yos Fredman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Congregation Agudas Achim for your 

ongoing support through your monthly 

allocation.   

We would also like to thank you for the 

opportunity to lead services.  It was a 

great experience. 
 

Sincerely, 

Maggie Grate 

Peoria Hebrew Day School  

fundraising administrator 
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February 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 

Candles@5:01 

4 

Rabbi Stein 

Mechitzah 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

Candles@5:09 

11 

Rabbi 

Arsers 

12 

Bd Mtg 

9:30 

13 14 15 16 17 

Candles@5:18 

18 

Mechitzah 

19 20 

President’s 

Day 

21 22 23 24 

Candles@5:26 

25 

Rabbi 

Arsers 

26 

Rosh 

Chodesh 

27 

Rosh 

Chodesh 

28     
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