
            

CONGREGATION 

AGUDAS 

ACHIM NEWS 

Michael Arsers – Rabbi  LaDona Fishkin – President      Sheldon Katz - Executive Vice President Financial  

Linda Schwabacher – Treasurer         Edwin Kach – Secretary 

 

Candle Lighting Times 

January 
 

January 5 – 4:27 p.m. 

 

January 12 – 4:34 p.m. 

 

January 19 – 4:42 p.m. 

 

January 26 – 4:51 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candle Lighting Times 

 

January 
 

February 2 – 4:59 p.m. 

 

February 9 – 5:08 p.m. 

 

February 16 – 5:16 p.m. 

 

February 23 – 5:25 p.m. 

 

  

Calendar of events 
 

 Saturday, January 6 
9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah  

 

Saturday, January 13 
9 a.m. service  

 

Saturday, January 20 
9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah  

 

Sunday, January 21 
9:30 a.m. Board meeting 

 

Saturday, January27 
9 a.m. service  

 

 

Speedy Recovery To: 
Marshall Lipkin 

 

 

 

 

Mazel Tov To: 
Trude Reiser on the birth of her 

granddaughter, Aviva Reiser.  

Congratulations to the parents, 

Robyn and Joe Reiser.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

January 
Marilyn Propp 

Tom Halperin 

Jenny Schwartz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Board of Directors and 

members of Congregation 

Agudas Achim wish to express 

their sympathy to 

The family of Elaine Feinner 
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From Rabbi Michael Arsers 
We are currently reading the Joseph story in the 

weekly Torah portions.  It is worth noting that 

the creation of the world, the Garden of Eden, 

Cain and Abel, all are told in the first Torah 

portion.  If you miss one week in Shul, you will 

not hear any of these famous narratives from the 

Book of Genesis.  By the time we get to the end 

of the second weekly Torah portion, we have 

covered Noah and the flood, the Tower of Babel, 

and all the way to the initial mention of 

Abraham.  Yet, the Joseph narrative occupies 

four weekly Torah portions. Why does the Torah 

devote so much time to the story of Joseph? 

I believe that this intense interest in the character 

of Joseph is not merely a random fact. This 

elaboration on the story of Joseph, more than any 

other character in the Book of Genesis, except 

Jacob, is intentional and comes to teach us 

something important. 

It is true that Jacob spent a good portion of his 

adult life outside of the Land of Israel, but 

Joseph spent the entirety of his prime years, from 

age seventeen, in Egypt.  He made his career in a 

foreign land.  He looked and spoke like an 

Egyptian (remember the brothers were unable to 

recognize him and assumed he was an Egyptian 

overlord).  He became successful and powerful 

in a foreign country.  In short, Joseph is the 

quintessential Diaspora Jew.  The Torah spends 

so much of its narrative space on Joseph because 

he will serve as a model for generations of Jews, 

including our own, that will not live in Israel.  

Jews will need to learn how to live as Jews when 

they are a small minority, when living a Jewish 

life requires one to swim upstream.  Joseph is 

referred to as Joseph the Tzaddik – Joseph the 

Righteous.  This title demonstrates that Joseph 

remained a totally committed Jew despite his 

high position in a non-Jewish society. 

It is also important to note that the Joseph story 

is read in the Synagogue during Hanukah.  The 

historical events which form the background of 

this holiday are how a small band of Jews stood 

up against the surrounding Hellenistic culture. 

This Greek culture was not only a powerful force 

among non-Jews, it was attracting Jews as well. 

Jews were abandoning Jewish practices and 

adopting Greek ones.  The theme of Hanukah is 

how the few triumphed over the many, the weak 

over the powerful, the pure over the impure. 

Hanukah is about maintaining Jewish life even 

when surrounded by a powerful and attractive 

foreign culture.  So the Joseph story and the 

Hanukah story both present us with examples of 

how to live as Jews.  It requires a very strong 

commitment to live outside the mainstream.  To 

continue to practice Judaism when we are 

constantly being tempted to imitate the ways of 

the prevailing culture. 

Joseph the Righteous did it and became 

amazingly successful and powerful at the same 

time.  This model is one that stands out as a 

lesson for Jews who live in the Diaspora.  That is 

why the Torah gave such a prominent place to 

this wonderful narrative. 
 
 

Peoria Hebrew Day School News 
At the end of every 

month, our students at 

PHDS are very excited to 

show their STEAM family 

project. Their latest 

project was to make a 

building or structure out of anything that they 

wanted. Some of the projects included houses, 

campers, a hotel, the Eiffel Tower, a restaurant, a 

teepee, pyramids, a light house, and even a 

football stadium. This month’s project is to make 

a gift for someone special. The students are 

already excited to make a gift that will make 

someone else happy. Some of the students were 

so excited about the project that they are going to 

make more than one gift.  

Our middle school class 

had fun while learning 

about how the systems of 

Earth are all connected. 

They created a terrarium 

that represented an 

environment. They had to include all 4 systems 

in their model: atmosphere (air), hydrosphere 

(water, geosphere (land), and biosphere (life). 

Then they had to add or remove something from 

their projects (like a flood) and predict the 

effects of this change.   
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For over 130 years Congregation Agudas Achim 

of Peoria, IL has been The Traditional Jewish 

Congregation in Central Illinois.   We continue 

to hold daily services, support Jewish education, 

and help meet the needs of the Peoria area 

Jewish elderly.  We continue to assist Jewish 

travelers in Central Illinois and provide much 

needed socialization and kosher meals to shut-ins 

& sick Jews who live in our area.  We continue 

to support The Peoria Hebrew Day School (K-8), 

Bradley University Hillel, and the Jewish 

Federation of Peoria’s adult Jewish education 

program.  The Jewish Federation of Peoria & 

other Jewish organizations come to us when they 

want kosher meals.   We are 1 of the 10 original 

synagogues in the USA to hold an Israel Bond 

drive on Yom Kippur, and we continue to do so.  

In short, we have been, and continue to be a 

leader in sustaining Traditional Jewish life in 

Central Illinois and the USA.  

Now is the time to join our Legacy Circle.  Our 

Legacy Circle is comprised of those members 

and friends, who like you, believe in the mission 

and future of our beloved Agudas Achim.  By 

becoming a member of the Congregation Agudas 

Achim Legacy Circle you ensure that Agudas 

Achim continues to be The Traditional Jewish 

Congregation in Central Illinois.  By establishing 

a legacy through a bequest or planned gift, you 

will have planted seeds for future generations.   

Your generosity will ensure that Agudas Achim 

remains as integral a part of future generations as 

it has been for you.  In other words, your gift 

will make a difference in the lives of others for 

many years to come. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Kiddush Fund Donations 
Honor of Sue and Sheldon Katz on the 

engagement of their son, Benjamin, to Michelle 

Clarke 
Marcy and Michael Kennelly 

Honor of Diane and Ed Kach on the marriage 

of their son Asher, to Anne Kach 
Marcy and Michael Kennelly 

Memory of Jerome Dennison 
CHAI – Mike and Sharon Stein 

Memory of Elaine Feinner 
CHAI – Gail Heckmyer 

Memory of Dorothy Seward (Nancy Sicher’s 

mother) 
Debbie and Harry Morgenstern 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

brother-in-law, Fred Propp 
CHAI – Marilyn Propp 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

friend, Rhetta Schindles 
Craig and Joan Freed Kuchel 

Marcy and Michael Kennelly 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

friend, Gene Schindles 
Craig and Joan Freed Kuchel  

Marcy and Michael Kennelly 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

husband, father, and grandfather, Irving Favus 

2 X CHAI+ – Anna Favus; Donna Patrick and 

family 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

grandmother, Ruth Feinner 

CHAI+ – Elyse Perlen 

 

 

 

 

Charity Fund Donations 
Memory of Elaine Feinner  
Joan and Tom Halperin 

Memory of Dorothy Seward (Nancy Sicher’s 

mother) 
Joan and Tom Halperin 
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Torah Fund Donations 
Honor of Trude Reiser on the birth of her 

granddaughter, Aviva Jordan Reiser 
2 X CHAI – LaDona and Paul Fishkin 

Honor of Andi Rabiner’s special birthday 
Bari and Steven Blumhof 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

aunt, Marilyn Oxenfeldt 
CHAI – The Inselbergs 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother, 

Rose Dennison 
CHAI – Corinne Dennison; Vicki Cooley and 

family; Mitchel Dennison and family 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, Herchel Pritzker 
CHAI – Irene and Ira Pritzker 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

mother, Beulah Pritzker 
CHAI – Irene and Ira Pritzker 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

brother, Ed Pritzker 
CHAI – Irene and Ira Pritzker 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, grandfather, and great-grandfather, 

Stanley Bernstein 
CHAI – The Inselbergs 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother, Betty Schuster 
CHAI+ – Randy Schuster 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

grandfather, Abe Siegman 
CHAI+ – Randy Schuster 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

parents, Joseph and Dora Kleiner 
4 X CHAI – Morris and Sally Kleiner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freyda Fredman Hospitality Fund 
Honor of Marilyn Propp’s special birthday 
CHAI -  Sharon and Mike Stein and family 

Honor of the recovery of Dan Steinberg 
CHAI -  Yos Fredman 

Honor of the recovery of Sandra Steinberg 
CHAI -  Yos Fredman 

Memory of Elaine Feinner 
Cindy and Eric Goldberg 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

father, Neil Fredman 
CHAI – Yos Fredman 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother, Clara Fredman 
CHAI – Yos Fredman 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother, Freyda Fredman 
5 X CHAI+ – Tamar Fredman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of the trustees, I want to thank the 

members of Agudas Achim for their 

generous support of the mac & cheese 

menorah.  It is much appreciated. 

 

Shalom. 

 

Nathaniel Herz 

President, Congregation Anshai Emeth 
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January 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

 

 

Office Closed 

2 3 4 5 

Candles@4:27 

6 

9 am service 

Rabbi Arsers   

Mechitzah 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

Candles@4:34 

13 

9 am service    

 

14 

 
15 

Martin Luther 

King Day 

Office Closed 

16 17 

 

 
Rosh Chodesh 

18 19 

Candles@4:42 

20 

9 am service 

Rabbi Arsers   

Mechitzah 

21 

9:30 am 

Bd. Mtg. 

22 

 

 

23 
 

24 

 

25 

 

 

26 

Candles@4:51 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

 

30 31 

Tu B’Shevat 

1 2 

Candles@4:59 

3 

9 am service  

Mechitzah 
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