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Candle Lighting Times 
 

March 
 

March 2 – 5:33 p.m. 

 

March 9 – 5:41 p.m. 

 

March 16 – 6:48 p.m. 

 

March 23 – 6:56 p.m. 

 

March 30 – 7:03 p.m. 

 

March 31–after 8:03 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candle Lighting Times 
 

April 
 

April 5 – 7:09 p.m. 

 

April 6 – 7:10 p.m. 

 

April 13 – 7:18 p.m. 

 

April 20 – 7:25 p.m. 

 

April 27 – 7:33 p.m. 

 

March 30 – 7:03 p.m. 

 

 

  

Calendar of events 
Saturday, March 3 

9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah  

Special kiddush 

 

Saturday, March 10 
9 a.m. service with  

Peoria Hebrew Day School 

 
Saturday, March 17 

9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah  

 
Sunday, March 18 

9:30 a.m. Board meeting 

 

Saturday, March 24 
9 a.m. service  

 
Saturday, March 31 

9 a.m. service – Passover  

 

Sunday, April 1 
9 a.m. service – Passover  

 

 

Speedy Recovery to: 
Yos Fredman 

Herb Weinstein 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

March 
Billy Doris 

Daniel Halperin 

Andy Kravetz 

Alan Galsky 

Marcia Inselberg 

Rebecca Kravetz 

Lewis Steinberg 

Marcy Kennelly 

Evelyn Harrison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 
Carolyn and Herb Weinstein 

Jenny and Andy Kravetz 

Norma and Lionel Axelrod 

Tem and Larry Williams 
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From Rabbi Michael Arsers 
Every morning, upon awakening, even before we 

get out of bed, we are supposed to say the 

following, “Modeh Ani Lephanecha…I gratefully 

thank You, O living and eternal King, for You 

have returned my soul within me with 

compassion – abundant is Your faithfulness!” 

You can find this prayer at the very beginning of 

the prayerbook. (The Complete Artscroll Siddur 

p. 2) 
These should be the very first words we utter, 

before we do anything else.  This teaches us 

something very important about Judaism.  

Judaism wants us to see the world as good and 

our lives as being meaningful and worthwhile.  

We need to begin every morning by thanking 

G-d that He has given us the opportunity to live 

another day.  By waking up and immediately 

saying, “Modeh Ani Lephanecha…” we are 

acknowledging that our lives are a gift to us from 

G-d and that we are the recipients of a continuing 

abundance of blessings.  The problem is that we 

take too much for granted. We do not always 

realize how much we are really indebted to G-d 

for our lives and for all the good around us. The 

fact that we wake up in the morning is a miracle. 

It is not something that we should be nonchalant 

about. 

The word “Jew” (Yehudi in Hebrew) comes from 

the same root word as “Modeh”. The word 

means “to thank” or “to acknowledge.” To live 

as a Jew obligates us to constantly give thanks to 

G-d. This is why we say a blessing before we 

eat, drink, or before we enjoy anything from this 

world. Saying a blessing acknowledges that G-d 

made this world, it was not an accident, and that 

He created the world in a way that is good and 

benefitial to us. Saying a blessing reminds us 

that we should not take things for granted. We 

need to be grateful for the goodness we see and 

experience every day. To be a “Yehudi” means to 

constantly live with a sense of gratitude to G-d. 

We see life as an opportunity for service to G-d. 

If we can start each day with this perspective, 

then it will help us achieve our goals during the 

day and see that our lives are truly meaningful 

and worthwhile. 
 
 

From our President, LaDona Fishkin 
I would like to share a definition I found while 

researching the giving of Mishloach Manot, that 

I personally had not heard before, from a Rabbi 

Shmuel Herzfeld. 

“What is the ultimate purpose of these gifts? One 

approach sees the mitzvah of mishloach manot as 

counteracting the accusations of Haman.  Haman 

accused the Jews of being “a scattered and 

divided nation.”  Thus, the Jewish people send 

gifts to each other in order to show that they are 

not divided, but rather are united.” 

I must tell you that as I compose this letter for 

March, and preparing for Purim which will have 

passed when this is published in the newsletter, I 

feel so fortunate to reflect on this message.  I 

love the Esther story and feel that our small 

congregation continues to beat the odds, just like 

Esther. 

We gathered for Purim under the guidance of 

megillah reader, Larry Gornish from St. Louis.  

We came together as a community, with the 

membership of Anshai Emeth after the megillah 

reading, for an Ice Cream Social, complete with 

libations.  Larry Gornish also shared his megillah 

reading with the Peoria Hebrew Day School on 

Purim Day. 

In addition, please join us for shabbat, March 10, 

2018 as the students of the Peoria Hebrew Day 

school lead us in services under the direction of 

Dr. Tom Halperin.  We are also posting a cordial 

invitation from the Temple, that is being sent to 

the broader Peoria community, to celebrate on 

March 16, 2018 the addition of their new Rabbi 

at an installation service and oneg.  

But finally, I wish to congratulate YOU and 

thank YOU as a congregation for successfully 

supporting our Legacy Committee in obtaining 

an additional 18 signatures.  Not only will this 

provide a Legacy for our community, but we 

qualified for the second year for a generous 

$5000 gift from the Harold Grinspoon 

Foundation by obtaining these additional 

signatures on Letters of Intent by February 28, 

2018.  

Thank you for the gift of making us feel united 

for a common good, our community. 
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Peoria Hebrew Day School News 
We had a fun and busy last month at Peoria 

Hebrew Day School. The students did an 

outstanding job of leading services for Agudas 

Achim. The students celebrated Tu B’shvat by 

having a seder and tasting the seven species. We 

celebrate our 100
th

 Day of School by everyone 

bringing in 100 items, making structures with 

toys, and structures with marshmallow and 

toothpicks. Then we presented our STEAM 

Family Projects, making a musical instrument. 

Some of the instruments our students made were 

guitars, drums, harps, a harmonica, a maraca, 

tambourine, a rainstick, and a pan flute.  We had 

guests from the Hindu temple that taught us yoga 

for the afternoon. We learned the Sun Salutation 

postures and breathing techniques. Students were 

also given the chance to earn a reward fieldtrip to 

Elevate trampoline Park. They had two weeks to 

read a book and then complete a book report. 

Everyone had a great time jumping around.  

 
Peoria Hebrew Day School is now enrolling 

students for Pre-Kindergarten through 8
th

 grade 

for the 2018-2019 school year!  Please contact 

Ruth Stanton at 1-617-721-3867 or 

peoriadayschool@sbcglobal.net for more 

information. 
 

 
The Board of Directors and members of 

Congregation Agudas Achim wish to express 

their sympathy to 
The family of Herbert Fredman 

(Yos Fredman’s brother) 

The family of Michael Lev 

 

 

 

Kiddush Fund Donations 
Thinking of Carolyn and Herb Weinstein 
2 X CHAI – LaDona and Paul Fishkin 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, grandfather, great-grandfather, and 

friend, Zangwill H. Freed 
CHAI+ – Craig and Joan Freed Kuchel and 

family 

CHAI+ – Marie and Bruce Schindles 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

cousin, Norman Schwabacher 
2 X CHAI+ – Sue and Howard Wolff 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father and grandfather, Roy Propp 
CHAI – Sharon and Mike Stein and family 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

father, Earl Axelrod 
CHAI+ – Gary Axelrod 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Torah Fund Donations 
Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father and grandfather, Oscar Finkelstein 
CHAI – Betty Congress 

Myrna and Richard Cohen 

Debbie and Lester Liby 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother, Hannah Cohen 
CHAI – Delores Schonbrun 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

mother, Sophie Bloomfield 
CHAI – Ursula and Charles Moses  

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

husband, Bernard Seaon 
CHAI – Ruth Season 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

cousin, Mark Oxenfeldt 
CHAI – Marcia and Carl Inselberg and family 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother-in-law, Evelyn Lev 
CHAI – Marsha Lev 
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     PESACH 

The festival of Passover occurs this year on Saturday, March 31,  

and continues through Saturday, April 7. 

First and second Seders are held in the home on Friday, and Saturday night,  

March 30 and 31. 

 

THE SEDER 

The very first SEDER eaten by our ancestors the night of their departure 

from Egypt was a family feast.  So for hundreds of years on the first and 

second Passover nights, after the men return from the synagogue services, 

families gather around the large and inviting table to rejoice together in Israel’s redemption.  Particularly 

we should encourage the youngsters to stay up for the SEDER, despite the late hour so that they not only 

witness, but also fully participate in the ritual. 

 

SEDER means order.  The festival gathering, therefore, although unrestrained in joy and thanksgiving, 

follows a set procedure.  Everything centers around the HAGGADAH, the story, the dramatic tale of the 

miraculous deliverance of Israel.  Because of the hardships which the children of Israel were forced to 

undergo in Egypt, and the exodus from Egypt culminating in the miracle of the Red Sea, we recite the tale 

and link it with the ceremonies of the SEDER. 

 

FAST OF THE FIRST BORN 

Because the first born of the Israelites were spared when the Egyptians were smitten with the tenth 

plague, all first born Jewish males fast on Erev Pesach until the SEDER.  This is called “Ta’anit 

B’Chorim.”  If, however, one attends a “Seudat Mitzvah,” (a feast that accompanies the performance of a 

religious duty), one is not required to fast.  It is, therefore, customary in all synagogues that a “Siyum” or 

conclusion of a Talmudic tractate follows the morning service on this day.  The “Siyum” will be held 

Friday, March 30, immediately following the morning services, which start at 6:40 a.m.  All first 

born males should attend this important service.  

 

MECHIRAT CHAMETZ 

The sale of Chametz is an important law, the observance of which is necessary for the maintenance of the 

Kashruth of the Jewish home.  Chametz that is retained over the Passover holidays may not be used after 

the holiday period, unless it was previously sold through the procedure prescribed by Jewish law.  Our 

law provides for the legal sale of Chametz to a non-Jew, with the rabbi generally acting as agent.  For 

those who are unable to come in the synagogue personally, the form may be used and mailed to the 

synagogue office.  It must be received no later than March 16, 2018. Mail the enclosed form to: 

    Congregation Agudas Achim 

    5614 North University Street 

    Peoria, IL  61614-4157 

    Or email it to congaa@sbcglobal.net 

 

The ritual for searching for Chametz in the home should be conducted on 

Thursday night, March 29. 

 

Burn chometz Friday morning, March 30 until 11:50 a.m.  

 

THE LATEST TIME FOR EATING CHAMETZ IS 10:52 A.M., ON FRIDAY, MARCH 30. 
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2018 PASSOVER SERVICE SCHEDULE 

FRIDAY – MARCH 30 

SIYUM FOR FIRST BORN - 6:40 A.M. 

CANDLE LIGHTING AT- 7:03 P.M. 

 

SATURDAY – MARCH 31 

9:00 A.M.  

CANDLE LIGHTING AFTER 8:03 P.M. 
 

 

SUNDAY – APRIL 1 

9:00 A.M.  

YOM TOV ENDS AT 8:04 P.M. 
 

 

 

 

                MONDAY – APRIL 2   TUESDAY – APRIL3 

              6:40 A.M.           6:40 A.M.  

 

   

   WEDNESDAY – APRIL 4   THURSDAY – APRIL 5 

             6:40 A.M.            6:40 A.M.  

CANDLE LIGHTING AT - 7:09 P.M. 

 

 

FRIDAY - APRIL 6 

          9:00 A.M.  

CANDLE LIGHTING AFTER - 7:10 P.M. 

 

SATURDAY - APRIL 7 

  9:00 A.M. YIZKOR - 10:30 A.M.   

PASSOVER ENDS AT 8:11 P.M. 

 
 

 

 

MATZAH FUND (MAOT HITTIM) 

Donations to the Matzah fund are being accepted at the synagogue office.  

Please make your check payable to the Agudas Achim Charity Fund.   

Thank you for your support! 
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MARCH 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

 

2 

 

Candles @ 5:33 

 

 

 

3 

9 am service with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

Special kiddush 

sponsored by Linda 

Schwabacher in 

memory of Norman 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

 

Candles @ 5:41 

 

10 

 

9 am service with 

P.H.D.S 

11 

DST begins 

12 13 14 15 16 

 

Candles @ 6:48 

 

 

17 

 

9 am service with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

18 

 

9:30 am Bd. 

meeting 

19 20 21 22 23 

 

Candles @ 6:56 

 

24 

 

9 am service 

 

25 26 27 28 29 

 

Search for 

Chametz 

30 

6:40 am Siyum  

for first born 

Candles @ 7:03 

31 

 

9 am Passover 

service 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Freyda Fredman Hospitality Fund 
Honor of Linda Heller and Mike Lappin’s 25

th
 wedding anniversay 

5 X CHAI – Kathy Lefco 

Memory of Herbert Fredman (Yos Fredman’s brother) 
Debbie and Harry Morgenstern 

Memory of our father, Ronald Rosen 
CHAI – Diane and Ed Kach 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved mother, Dorothy Lefco Harris 
CHAI – Judy Harris Sontag  
 

Charity Fund Donations 
Honor of the recovery of Herb Weinstein 
Joan and Tom Halperin  

Memory of Lawrence Harris 
Joan and Tom Halperin 
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I, the undersigned, empower Rabbi Sholem Fishbane to act in my place and/or to appoint 

an agent on my behalf, to sell all chametz – as defined by Torah/Biblical and Rabbinic 

Jewish Law – and all products containing even the smallest percentage of chametz, which 

are owned by the individual or company listed below, and to lease all places where the 

aforementioned items may be found. 

   

Address: Home _______________________________  

 

 

  City ________________  State ______ Zip __________ 

 

 

 

 

Business ______________________________  

 

 

  City ________________  State ______ Zip __________ 

 

 

 

To this I do hereby affix my signature on this _____ day of ___________ 2018 

 

 

 

 

____________________________   ____________________________ 

Name – Please Print     Your Signature 
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The Board of Trustees of 

Congregation Anshai Emeth 

Cordially invite you to the installation of  

 

Rabbi Bryna F. Milkow 
 

Friday, March 16
th

, 2018 

5614 N. University St., Peoria, IL 

Installation Service at 7:00 pm 

Oneg following Service 

Special Guest Rabbi Leonard Zukrow 

 

Please RSVP by calling (309) 691-3323  

by March 9
th

, 2018 

 


