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Candle Lighting Times 

 

February 

 

February 1 – 4:58 p.m. 

 

February 8 – 5:06 p.m. 

 

February 15 – 5:15 p.m. 

 

February 22 – 5:23 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candle Lighting Times 

 

March 

 

March 1 – 5:31 p.m. 

 

March 8 – 5:39 p.m. 

 

March 15 – 6:47 p.m. 

 

March 22 – 6:54 p.m. 

 

March 29 – 7:02 p.m. 

 

Calendar of events 
Saturday, February 2 

9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

 

Saturday, February 9 
9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 
 

Sunday, February 10 
9:30 a.m. Board meeting 

 

Saturday, February 16 

9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 
 

Saturday, February 23 
9 a.m. service – Mechitzah 

 

 

Speedy recovery to: 
Susan Gordon 

Debbie Morgenstern 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

February 
Iris Decker 

Alyssa Kuhn 

Diane Kach 

Charlene Steinberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 
Marie and Bruce Schindles 

Charlene and Charles Steinberg 
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Meatloaf Dinner for Membership and Seniors 

Sunday, March 3, 2019 

Time: TBA 

RSVP by February 18 to Gladys at 692-4848 

Guests are welcome for $10 each 
 

mailto:congaa@mtco.com
http://www.agudasachim.wordpress.com/
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From our Rabbi, Michael Arsers 
In recent weeks, we have been reading 

the Torah Portions that narrate the story of the 

Exodus from Egypt in the Synagogue.  As we 

read this narrative, we are presented with the 

figure of Moses who is the hero of the story.  Of 

course, we know that in the Passover Haggadah, 

Moses is removed from the narrative in order to 

emphasize that G-d took us out of Egypt, not any 

agent or angel.  

However, there is another way of looking 

at the story.  There are six women who are the 

heroes of the Exodus; Yocheved, Miriam, 

Shifrah, Puah, Zipporah, and Pharaoh’s 

daughter.  Who are these women? 

Yocheved is the mother of Moses.  

Without her, there is no Moses.  Miriam is the 

sister of Moses and Aaron and she plays an 

important leadership role during the wilderness 

period.  It is because of Miriam that the Israelites 

had a supply of water with them – Miriam’s 

well.  She also was instrumental in saving the 

life of the infant Moses.  Shifrah and Puah were 

the midwives who refused to obey Pharaoh’s 

decree and did not kill the male Israelites.  

Without them, the Exodus would never have 

taken place.  Zipporah was the wife of Moses 

who saved his life on the way back from Midian 

to Egypt. And Pharaoh’s daughter famously 

saved the life of Moses, taking him out of the 

water and raising him as her own child.  

There is another significant fact to 

mention in connection with these six women 

who played such central roles in the story of the 

Exodus.  At least two of them, and perhaps four, 

were not Jewish.  Zipporah was the daughter of 

Jethro who was not Jewish although he later 

converted.  Obviously, Pharaoh’s daughter was 

not Jewish.  In fact, she was the daughter of the 

wicked king who wanted to kill the Israelite male 

children and who had enslaved the Jews in the 

first place.  Concerning Shifrah and Puah there 

are differing opinions.  There is a well-known 

midrash that claims that they were actually 

Yocheved and Miriam.  If that is the case, they 

were indeed Jewish (and, by the way, there were 

only four women.) Other commentators maintain 

that they were Egyptian women.  If this is so, 

then four of the six women were not Jewish.  

It is important to note the following. 

What was the name of Pharaoh’s daughter? It is 

not stated in the Book of Exodus, however, in 

Chronicles there is a daughter of Pharaoh who is 

called Bit yah which means “daughter of G-d.” 

Isn’t it ironic that the daughter of the wicked 

Pharaoh who is persecuting the Jewish People is 

named the Daughter of G-d.  To enhance the 

force of this irony, there is a midrash that 

portrays G-d speaking with Pharaoh’s daughter 

and He says to her, “Because you took in this 

child and raised him as your own, so I will take 

you as my daughter.”  

I believe that what we learn from these 

elements of the narrative is the universality of 

the message of the Exodus.  It would not have 

been possible without the central role played by 

these women and even these non-Jews.  The 

message of the Exodus, the message of 

redemption and of G-d’s rulership of the whole 

world was intended not just for Jews, but for all 

of humanity.  

 

Peoria Hebrew Day School News 
 The PHDS students presented their 

STEAM family project for the month: create 

something special for someone.  Each student was 

given a name of another PHDS student and they 

made a special present for them.  The teachers 

were so happy to see how much thought and love 

each of the students put into their projects.  We had 

some students make special cookies, make detailed 

Lego cars, a wonderful picture frame with 

memories for our student who was moving, a 

soccer field, and so much more.  Next month our 

students are being creative and building a castle.  

 We were so sad to see one of our older 

students move away during winter break, but are 

also excited to welcome a new second grader to 

our school.  We are so happy to have another 

student join our family.  

 Our students have truly enjoyed the snow 

fall this year.  Most schools don’t allow students to 

play in the snow, but we do!!! The students enjoy 

throwing snowballs, making snowmen, going 

sledding, and so much more.  We are so happy to 

get to experience the joy of childhood with our 

students.  
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From our President, LaDona Fishkin 
Dear Members and Friends of Agudas Achim, 

As I compose this letter while we are 

experiencing a “polar vortex”, wrapped in a 

blanket because the house has a chill that the 

furnace cannot keep up with, I pray you have all 

been safe and warm this winter season. 

 I would first like to thank our 

membership and friends that ventured out in 

snow storms or extreme cold this last month to 

support our minyan on shabbat.  We have not 

missed a single shabbat.  Members made an 

extra effort when we had requests on two 

shabbats from non members that they were 

looking for a minyan for kaddish, and I’m 

grateful we were able to support these 

individuals.  I’d like to thank the Peoria Hebrew 

Day School for sponsoring a kiddush and leading 

services under the direction of Dr. Tom 

Halperin.  And I would like to thank Rabbi 

Arsers for his flexibility with scheduling when 

the weather has ice in the forecast.  Rabbi Arsers 

conquered walking in 6 inches of snow, but we 

rescheduled after we had an ice event. 

 Other than weather cancellations, the 

Temple’s membership has created events for 

community involvement. They have extended 

these events to the entire Jewish community, 

which are posted on the bulletin board in the 

coatroom. If you are looking for more social 

opportunities, give them a call.  If there is food 

offered, unless the synagogue is actively 

involved, the food will not be kosher or even 

kosher style. 

 The Federation is another good source for 

social and educational events, and if food is 

involved they follow kosher style guidelines, 

unless they have teamed up with the synagogue 

to use our kitchen.  The synagogue does try to 

work jointly on some events with the Federation 

and the Temple . When we do there will always 

be CRC guidelines followed. 

 The Synagogue is planning a 

membership and senior dinner/movie on 

Sunday, March 3. Time will be announced later 

in February.  At this moment our plans are to 

have a meatloaf dinner.  We will also ask 

members that attend, to help us distribute some 

meals to Seniors in our community that might 

not be able to attend. RSVP’s will be a must, so 

we can have the correct amount of food 

available.  Please RSVP by Feb 18. If you would 

like to help volunteer to set up or clean-up, 

please call Gladys. 

 So as I conclude, I’d like to share a quote 

that I recently saw: 

  We make a living by what we get, 

but we make a life by what we give.  

Shalom. ~ LaDona Fishkin 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Torah Fund Donations 
Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

grandmother, Rhea Bork 
CHAI – Michael Bork 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father-in-law and grandfather, Morris Lev 
CHAI – Marsha Lev, Eric, and Jordan Lev 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

mother-in-law and grandmother, Evelyn Lev 
CHAI – Marsha Lev, Eric, and Jordan Lev 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

sister, Anna Polono 
Bella Kaplan 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

father-in-law, Louis Gordon Kaplan 
Bella Kaplan 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

father-in-law, Julius Propp 
CHAI – Marilyn Propp 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother, Dorothy Lefco Harris 
12 X CHAI – Kathy Lefco 
 

 

 

 

Kiddush Fund Donations 
Honor of Debbie and Harry Morgenstern on 

the birth of their grandson, Zev Jacob 

Kamenear 
CHAI – Diane and Ed Kach 
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Kiddush Fund Donations (Continued) 
Honor of Debbie and Harry Morgenstern on 

the birth of their grandson, and Heather and 

Jon Kamenear on the birth of their son, Zev 

Jacob Kamenear  
CHAI – Marcy and Michael Kennelly 

Honor of the recovery of Susan Gordon 
Diane and Ed Kach 

Honor of the recovery of Linda Schwabacher 
2 X CHAI – Harvey and Ina Checkman 

Thank you for working to get a minyan 

together for us over the weekend of January 

11
th

 during the snowstorm 
2 X CHAI+ – Andrea and Moe Herman 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father and zaddy, Jack Ruvinsky 
The Williams and Klapperich families 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

friend, Ed Pritzker 
CHAI+ – Marie and Bruce Schindles 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved step 

father, Harry Royack 
CHAI – Marilyn Propp 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

friend, Norman Schwabacher 
2 X CHAI – Harvey and Ina Checkman 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

friend, Leon Gordon 
2 X CHAI – Harvey and Ina Checkman 
 

 

Freyda Fredman Hospitality Fund 
Honor of Debbie and Harry Morgenstern on 

the birth of their grandson, Zev Jacob 

Kamenear 
Cindy and Eric Goldberg 

Honor of Yos Fredman on the birth of his 

great-grandson, Bezalel Friedlander 

Debbie and Harry Morgenstern 

Memory of the yahrzeits of my dear, beloved 

parents, Moshe and Clara Zablocki 
Rena Olenick 

Memory of the yahrzeits of my dear, beloved 

friends, Clara and Neil Fredman 
Rena Olenick 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

friend, Freyda Fredman 
CHAI – Rena Olenick 

Memory of the yahrzeits of my dear, beloved 

mother-in-law, and sisters-in law, Sarah, Bela, 

Chisia, and Freyda Olenick 
Rena Olenick 

Memory of the yahrzeits of my dear, beloved 

father-in-law, and brothers-in law, Mordechai, 

Ezekiel, and Moshe Olenick 
Rena Olenick 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

husband, Irwin Olenick 
CHAI – Rena Olenick 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother, Rose Royack Steinberg 
CHAI – Marilyn Propp 

 

 

Charity Fund 

Honor of Debbie and Harry Morgenstern on 

the birth of their grandson, Zev Jacob 

Kamenear 
Joan and Tom Halperin 

Honor of the recovery of Susan Gordon 
Joan and Tom Halperin 

Honor of the recovery of Debbie Morgenstern 
Joan and Tom Halperin 

Honor of Cindy and Eric Goldberg on receiving 

the Lamplighter’s Award at the Chabad of 

Stamford annual dinner 

Joan and Tom Halperin 

 

Anshai Emeth’s News 
 

Let’s Talk Real Estate 

February 20, 2019 at 7 pm 

5614 North University Street 

 

Please join Anshai Emeth for an informative 

talk about real estate led by Temple member 

and real estate expert Marilyn Kohn of 

RE/MAX Traders Unlimited.  Having sold 

over 7,000 homes, Marilyn has been the #1 

RE/MAX REALTOR in Peoria for over 20 

years.  Marilyn will speak about the Peoria 

area’s real estate market, tips for buying and 

selling a home, and then answer your 

questions.  Hope to see you at this very 

instructive discussion! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wed. Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  1 

 

Candles @4:58 

2 

9 am service  with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

3 

 

4 

 

 

5 

 

 

6 

 

 

7 

 

 

8 

 

Candles @ 5:06 

 

9 

9 am service  with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

10 

9:30 am  Board 

meeting 

 

11 

 

 

12 

 

 

 

13  

 

 

14 

 

 

 

15 

 

Candles @ 5:15 

 

16 

9 am service  with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

17 

 

18 

Presidents 

Day 

Office Closed 

19 

 

 

20 

 

 

21 

 

 

22 

 

Candles @5:23 

 

23 

9 am service  

Mechitzah 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

 

 

27 

 

 

28 

 

 

1 

 

Candles @5:31 

2 

9 am service  with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 
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February 2018 

With much joy and gratitude to Hashem 

We invite you to join us 

As we celebrate the Bar mitzvah of our 

Dear son 
 

Noah Daniel Kravetz 
 

Saturday, September 22
nd

, 2018 

Congregation Agudas Achim 

5614 N. University Street 
 

Shacharit at 9 a.m. 

Torah Reading at 10 a.m. 

Kiddush luncheon to follow 
 


