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Candle Lighting Times 

 

January 

 

January 4 – 4:26 p.m. 

 

January 11 – 4:33 p.m. 

 

January 18 – 4:41 p.m. 

 

January 25– 4:49 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candle Lighting Times 

 

February 

 

February 1 – 4:58 p.m. 

 

February 8 – 5:06 p.m. 

 

February 15 – 5:15 p.m. 

 

February 22 – 5:23 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

Calendar of events 
 

Saturday, January 5 
9 a.m. service – Mechitzah 

 

 

Saturday, January 12 
9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

 
 

Saturday, January 19 

9 a.m. service with Peoria Hebrew 

Day School– Mechitzah 

 
 

Saturday, January 26 
9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

January 
Marilyn Propp 

Tom Halperin 

Jenny Schwartz 

 

 

 

 

 

Mazel Tov to: 
Debbie and Harry Morgenstern 

on the birth of their grandson, 

Zev Jacob Kamenear.  

Congratulations to the parents, 

Heather and Jon Kamenear 
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From our Rabbi, Michael Arsers 
We are in that part of the Jewish calendar 

where there are no major holidays.  Given this 

lack of holidays, I thought I would share one 

more thought about Hanukah. 

Hanukah is the “festival of lights.” 

Lighting the menorah is the primary mitzvah we 

observe during the holiday.  The light of the 

Hanukah candles is a special light.  We are not 

permitted to make use of this light.  It is only to 

gaze upon and appreciate its spiritual beauty.  

That is why we should always have another light 

turned on in the room where we light the 

menorah, so that we do not use the light to see.  

This is also the explanation for the shamash.  We 

may not light the candles with one of the 

Hanukah candles.  So, we use the shamash.  

Light also plays a major role in the 

creation as narrated in the first chapter of the 

Book of Genesis.  The creation began with the 

statement “let there be light.”  Remember, 

however, that this original light was not the light 

of the sun which was not created until the fourth 

day.  Therefore, the light of creation was not the 

visible light that we are accustomed to seeing, 

which is the light of the sun.  It must have been 

another light.  A spiritual light.  This special 

light, according to some mystical sources, was 

hidden away after the creation.  It is stored away 

for the righteous.  

Let us also consider that over the eight 

days of Hanukah we light thirty-six candles (not 

including the shamash). The number thirty-six 

reminds us of the tradition that there are thirty-

six righteous people for whose sake the world is 

sustained.  

Perhaps the light of the Hanukah candles 

is symbolic of the original light of creation.  It is 

a spiritual light.  And Israel, the prophet Isaiah 

says, is supposed to be a “light to the nations.”  It 

is the light of righteousness that the Jewish 

People are commanded to present as an example 

for the whole world.  

I would add one more element.  We 

know that the Jewish calendar is a lunar 

calendar.  We observe the New Moon as a semi-

holiday every month.  Why is the moon an 

important symbol in Judaism.? Because the 

moon shines forth light.  But it is not its own 

light that it shows, but a reflection of the light of 

the sun.  So too, the Jewish People do not shine 

forth their own light, but the light that emanates 

from G-d.  This is the light of the creation, it is 

also the light of the Hanukah candles, and it is 

the light of spirituality and righteousness.  

 

 

 

 

 

Kiddush Fund Donations 
Honor of Yos Fredman on the birth of his 

great-grandson, Bezalel Friedlander 
Sharon Season 

In appreciation of Harry Morgenstern for 

saying the mishaberach in honor of Carl 

Inselberg’s recovery 

CHAI+ – Marcia and Carl Inselberg 

Memory of Marlene DuBoff 
CHAI+ – Craig and Joan Freed Kuchel 

CHAI+ – Marcy and Michael Kennelly and 

family 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

brother-in-law, Fred Propp 
CHAI – Marilyn Propp 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, grandfather, and great-grandfather, 

Stanley Bernstein 
2 X CHAI – The Inselberg family 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

aunt, Marilyn Oxenfeldt 
CHAI – The Inselberg family 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

grandfather, Abe Siegman 
CHAI+ – Randy Schuster 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother, Betty Schuster 
CHAI+ – Randy Schuster 

Memory of the yahrzeits of our dear, beloved 

friends, Rhetta and Gene Schindles 
CHAI+ – Marcy and Michael Kennelly and 

family 
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From our President, LaDona Fishkin 
Dear Members and Friends of Agudas Achim, 

 

Welcome to 2019 !! 

 

     I feel we rushed through 2018, but as I reflect I would like to thank the congregation for your support 

in 2018.  We had a wonderful calendar year with visits from Chicago by Rabbi Arsers for Shabbat, Dr. 

Tom Halperin for his dedication and preparation of reading the Torah on Shabbats and his continued 

support with education at the Peoria Hebrew Day School, the dedicated men of the minyan, Susan Gordon 

and Linda Schwabacher for their work on kiddushes and maintaining the kosher kitchen, Gladys clerical 

skills in running the office and my board. I would also like to thank Rabbi Stein for traveling from Israel 

providing spiritual leadership through the High Holidays and Larry Gornish for driving from St. Louis to 

support our congregation on Purim and the High Holidays. 

     I wish to thank the board of Anshai Emeth as we begin our third year of a space sharing agreement.  

Also a special thanks to Rabbi Arsers, Rabbi Langsam and Rabbi Milkow who have provided support to 

our congregation for lifecycle events of bar mitzvahs and funerals.  

     In December, I hope you had an opportunity to attend the amazing kosher dinner and evening of 

entertainment by the Peoria Hebrew Day School, or the last night of Chanukkah kosher chili dog meal for 

membership, or the Senior Chanukkah brisket/ latke event sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Peoria.  

All of these amazing and delicious, culinary experiences were prepared in our kosher kitchen under the 

supervision of Susan Gordon.  We had such a good response that we are going to try and schedule a 

kosher dinner and movie in February, so watch for details in the next bulletin. 

     May 2019 be filled with many blessings, shared experiences and good health. 

 

Shalom, 

LaDona W Fishkin, President Agudas Achim 

 

 

 

  

        

 

 
 

 

 

  

Tom Halperin, Andy Kravetz, Noah 

Kravetz, Jeff Huberman, Raquel 

Huberman, and Linda Schwabacher 

Rebecca Kravetz, Gail Gordon, Daniel 

Nathan, David Nathan, and Shanta Nathan 

Carl Cohen, Jordan Cooke, and 

Paul Small 
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Peoria Hebrew Day School News 
The PHDS students 

presented their 

STEAM family 

project for the month: 

create a marble maze.  

We were very proud 

of the creativity the 

students used to make 

their mazes.  Some of the mazes were made out 

of Lego’s, straws, Rice Krispy treats, and even 

wood.  The students enjoyed being able to try to 

solve each other’s maze after everyone 

presented.  Next month students will be making 

something special for another student.  We can’t 

wait to see the wonderful and heart filled gifts 

our students make for each other.  

We are so thankful 

for everyone who 

came out and 

supported the Day 

School at our 

Hanukkah Party. 

We had a fun night 

filled with food, 

auctions, raffles, lighting of the menorahs, and a 

student performance. The students were so 

thrilled to see all of the people in the audience 

for their play and songs. The night was a great 

success, and we look forward to our Hanukkah 

Party next year.  

Peoria Hebrew Day School is now enrolling 

students for Kindergarten through 8
th

 grade for 

the 2018-2019 school year!  Please contact Ruth 

Stanton at 1-617-721-3867 or 

peoriadayschool@sbcglobal.net for more 

information. 
 

 

 

 

 

Torah Fund Donations 
Honor of Andi  Rabiner’s birthday 
Bari and Stve Blumhof 

Memory of the yahrzeits of our dear, beloved 

parents, Joseph and Dora Kleiner 
4 X CHAI – The Morris and Sally Kleiner famiy 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

husband, and father, Boris Wine 
5 X CHAI+ – Mary Wine 

Leo Wine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freyda Fredman Hospitality Fund 
Honor of Yos Fredman on the birth of his 

great-grandson, Bezalel Friedlander 

Cindy and Eric Goldberg 

Honor of Marilyn Propp’s birthday 

2 X CHAI – Mike and Sharon Stein and family 

Memory of Marlene DuBoff 

CHAI – Yos Fredman 

Memory of the yahrzeits of my dear, beloved 

parents, Neil and Clara Fredman 
2 X CHAI – Yos Fredman 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother, Freda Fredman 
5 X CHAI+ – Tamar Fredman 

 

 

Charity Fund 

Honor of Yos Fredman on the birth of his 

great-grandson, Bezalel Friedlander 
Joan and Tom Halperin 

Memory of Arthur Katz (Seth Katz’ father) 

Joan and Tom Halperin 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

     

An Invitation from the Temple 

Wednesday, January 16
th 

Social Hall
 

5614 North University Street 

Michael Cheskis will be presenting a financial 

outlook for 2019 and share his personal 

Jewish story from his start in Minsk to 

Brooklyn and now Chicago.  It'll be a very 

interesting evening! 

Hope to see you there! 

mailto:peoriadayschool@sbcglobal.net
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wed. Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

 

Office Closed 

1 

 

 

Office Closed 

2 3 4 

 

Candles @4:26 

5 

9 am service  

Mechitzah  

6 

 

7 

 

 

8 

 

 

9 

 

 

10 

 

 

11 

 

Candles @ 4:33 

 

12 

9 am service  with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

13 

 

 

14 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

16  

 

 

17 

 

 

 

18 

 

Candles @ 4:41 

 

19 

9 am service  with 

P.H.D.S. 

Mechitzah 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

 

23 

 

 

24 

 

 

25 

 

Candles @4:49 

 

26 

9 am service  with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

 

30 

 

 

31 

 

 

1 

 

Candles @4:58 

2 

9 am service  with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 
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January 2018 

With much joy and gratitude to Hashem 

We invite you to join us 

As we celebrate the Bar mitzvah of our 

Dear son 
 

Noah Daniel Kravetz 
 

Saturday, September 22
nd

, 2018 

Congregation Agudas Achim 

5614 N. University Street 
 

Shacharit at 9 a.m. 

Torah Reading at 10 a.m. 

Kiddush luncheon to follow 
 


