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Candle Lighting Times 

 

March 

 

March 1 – 5:31 p.m. 

 

March 8 – 5:39 p.m. 

 

March 15 – 6:47 p.m. 

 

March 22 – 6:54 p.m. 

 

March 29 – 7:02 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candle Lighting Times 

 

April 

 

April 5 – 7:09 p.m. 

 

April 12 – 7:16 p.m. 

 

April 19 – 7:24 p.m. 

 

April 26 – 7:31 p.m. 

 

March 29 – 7:02 p.m. 

 

Calendar of events 
Saturday, March 2 

9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

 

Sunday, March 3 
5 p.m. membership and seniors dinner 

 

Saturday, March 9 
9 a.m. service – Mechitzah 

 

Saturday, March 16 

9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

 

Sunday, March 17 
9:30 a.m. Board meeting 

Noon to 2 p.m.  

Community Purim carnival 

 

Wednesday, March 20 
7:50 p.m. – Ma’ariv 

8:10 p.m. – Megillah reading 

9 p.m. – Community Ice Cream Social  

 

Saturday, March 23 
9 a.m. service with P.H.D.S. 

 

Saturday, March 30 
9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

March 
Billy Dorris 

Daniel Halperin 

Andrew Kravetz 

Alan Galsky 

Marcia Inselberg 

Rebecca Kravetz 

Lewis Steinberg 

Marcy Kennelly 

Evelyn Harrison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 
Carolyn and Herbert Weinstein 

Jennifer and Andrew Kravetz 

Norma and Lionel Axelrod 

Tem and Larry Williams 
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From our Rabbi, Michael Arsers 
There is a statement found in a midrash 

that in the days of the Messiah, all the holidays 

will cease to exist except for Purim which will 

continue forever.  The midrash continues, also 

Yom Kippur will remain in the time of the 

Messiah.  Imagine that Purim is such an 

important holiday that only it and Yom Kippur 

will endure forever. (It must be noted that this 

statement is not universally accepted.)  

 None of us would doubt that Yom Kippur 

is an extremely important Jewish holiday.  The 

large crowds that show up for Kol Nidre in 

congregations of all varieties is evidence of that. 

But, Purim? For most American Jews, if they see 

any significance in the celebration of Purim, it is 

only as a children’s holiday, a sort of Jewish 

version of Halloween.  If it would not be for 

Sunday Schools and special children’s services, 

Purim would go entirely ignored by the majority 

of Jews.  

 But if we take the midrash’s statement 

seriously, then we need to figure out what is so 

important about Purim that it will remain when 

all the other holidays, except Yom Kippur, will 

pass out of existence.  

 I believe the answer lies in Megillat 

Esther (the Scroll of Esther) which we read on 

Purim.  By the way, it is a mitzvah – a 

commandment - that we read Esther twice on 

Purim, once at night and once during the day. It 

is also obligatory to read the entire Megillah.  

Moreover, both men and women are obligated by 

Jewish Law to hear the reading of the story of 

Esther and Mordecai. What is the message that is 

so essential in this book?  

 To answer this question we need to note 

the following; G-d’s name is not mentioned even 

once in the entire Megillah.  Second, the 

narrative in the Megillah, which tells how the 

Jews of Persia were saved from annihilation, 

hinges on a few key events that, had they not 

happened in just the way they did, the Jews 

would not have been saved.  One could look at 

these events and see them as mere coincidence. 

Things just happened a certain way for no 

particular reason. Happenstance and random 

actions, just plain good luck explain how the 

Jews were saved from destruction.  

 As a matter of fact, one could argue that 

luck played a major role in the story.  The name 

of the holiday – Purim – means “lots” or 

“lottery.” That is because the villain of the 

narrative, Haman, “cast lots” to choose by 

fortune or fate the best day for his wicked plans 

to unfold.  

So, we can look at everything that 

happens in the Megillah as mere chance - 

random events without any meaning, the results 

of a lottery.  However, we can choose to see the 

events in the story as being controlled by the 

invisible hand of G-d. Despite G-d’s explicit 

absence from the story, we can look behind 

events and see that nothing happens unless G-d 

ordains it.  What appears to be happenstance is 

totally under divine supervision.  

What makes this so important is that 

Purim is a metaphor for all of life. We can look 

at world events or we can consider our individual 

lives and see nothing other than good or bad 

luck, fate, random events, a lottery. Or we can 

understand that divine providence is in control.  

Especially when it comes to the life of 

the Jewish People, G-d’s guiding hand is to be 

perceived. How else are we to explain the 

miraculous rebirth of the State of Israel and its 

continued existence despite all the odds against 

it?  

Seeing the hand of G-d in all that 

happens to us is essential to Judaism. To look at 

events and realize that they are not random, not 

mere happenstance, but divine providence is a 

basic tenet of our religion. And this way of 

looking at life will endure as long as there are 

Jews and hence Purim and its important message 

will endure forever.  

The Board of Directors and members of 

Congregation Agudas Achim wish to express 

their sympathy to 
 

The family of Anne Dennison 

 

The family of Warren Liss 

(Dina Lunken’s father) 
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From our President, LaDona Fishkin 
 

Dearest Members and Friends of Agudas Achim, 
 

I hope this long, winter of winters is nearly over. 

The weather has been a challenge, but we have 

had a minyan at every shabbat.  I know that this 

winter has been difficult on many of you. Some 

of our members have struggled with health 

issues and sadly we have lost some members due 

to death, but finally knowing that it is March and 

we see more light each day, I have to say Baruch 

Hashem.  
 

March will be a very busy month. 
 

We begin with a dinner for congregants and 

seniors in our community on March 3.  We hope 

that the projection system works better to show a 

film following. 
 

Set your clocks ahead for daylight savings the 

early morning of March 10. 
 

The Purim Carnival on March 17, sponsored by 

the Jewish Federation of Peoria and PeFTY, will 

be serving kosher hotdog meals out of the kosher 

kitchen this year with hamentashen from North 

Shore Bakery. 
 

Larry Gornish returns March 20, to lead us in a 

festive megillah reading. Bring your groggers 

and appetites.  We will end in the social hall for 

an ice cream social.  Regrettably, because of 

daylight savings, the Temple will finish much 

earlier and hence, nosh earlier. 
 

Shabbat services on March 23 will be lead by the 

PHDS. 
 

I want to thank the volunteers that have stepped 

up assisting in the kitchen the last couple 

months: Linda Schwabacher, Ed Kach, and 

Nancy Mirsky.  And thank you Linda 

Schwabacher, Diane Kach and other volunteers 

at our dinner on March 3. The event hasn’t 

happened yet but I appreciate your support. 
 

And then begins the preparations for Pesach!!  
 

Shalom, 

LaDona Fishkin, President Agudas Achim 

Peoria Hebrew Day School News 
  

The PHDS 

students 

presented their 

STEAM family 

project for the 

month: design 

and create a 

castle.  We were 

so surprised to 

see how creative our students were when they 

brought in their castle.  The castles were made 

out of boxes, craft sticks, and containers.  We 

even had some castles that had moats and draw 

bridges.  Next month the family steam project is 

to design and create a pair of shoes.  

The students had fun celebrating the 100
th

 day of 

school.  Each student brought in 100 items of 

something to share with the group.  We also had 

some fun activities around the number 100: 

Students broke up into groups and they had to 

work together to solve a 100 piece puzzle, all the 

students had to work together to build a structure 

out of 100 cups, and we did several PE activities 

100 times.  

We had all of our students enter a poetry contest 

for National Chemistry Week and we are so 

proud of all of the winners.  In the middle school 

category, students from PHDS won 1
st
 place, 2

nd
 

place, and third place.  In the 3
rd

-5
th

 grade 

category, students from PHDS won 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 

place.  In the youngest category, a PHDS student 

won 1
st
 place.  

 

 

Speedy recovery to: 
Carl Cohen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meatloaf Dinner for  

Membership and Seniors 

5 p.m. Sunday, March 3 

Social Hall 

Guests are welcome for $10 each 
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Kiddush Fund Donations 
Honor of the recovery of Susan Gordon 
Gail and Sanford Gordon 

Thank you to all who made donations, sent 

cards, and visited in honor of my recovery 
CHAI – Susan Gordon 

Memory of Warren Liss (Dina Lunken’s father) 
CHAI+ – Charlene and Charles Steinberg and 

family 

Debbie and Harry Morgenstern 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, grandfather, great-grandfather, and 

friend, Zang Freed 
CHAI+ – Craig and Joan Freed Kuchel and 

family 

CHAI+ – Marie and Bruce Schindles 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

husband and brother, Leon Gordon 
CHAI – Susan Gordon 

Gail and Sanford Gordon 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

husband, father, and grandfather, Leo Propp 
CHAI – Marilyn Propp 

CHAI – Mike and Sharon Stein and family 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

cousin, Mark Oxenfeldt 
CHAI – The Inselbergs 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, Leonard Favus 
CHAI – Phyllis and Michael Sadoff 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

mother, Naomi Favus 
CHAI – Phyllis and Michael Sadoff 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freyda Fredman Hospitality Fund 
Honor of the recovery of Susan Gordon 
Doris Shasha 

Honor of the recovery of Debbie Morgenstern 
CHAI – Diane and Ed Kach 

Honor of the recovery of Linda Karasick 

Cindy and Eric Goldberg 

Honor of Charlene and Charles Steinberg’s 

6oth wedding anniversary 

CHAI – Diane and Ed Kach 

Memory of Ronnie Robbins 
Rena Olenick 

 
 

 

 

 

Torah Fund Donations 
Memory of Warren Liss (Dina Lunken’s father) 
Diane and Ed Kach 

3 X CHAI – Shanta and David Nathan 

Memory of Anne Dennison 
CHAI – Betty Congress 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, and grandfather, Oscar Finkelstein 
CHAI – Betty Congress 

Myrna and Richard Cohen 

Debbie and Lester Liby 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

mother, Sophie Bloomfield 
CHAI – Ursula and Charles Moses 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother, Hannah Cohen 
CHAI – Delores Schonbrun 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

father, Solomon Cohen 
CHAI – Delores Schonbrun 

 

 

Charity Fund 

Honor of the recovery of Linda Karasick 
Joan and Tom Halperin 

Honor of the recovery of Bruce Resler 
Joan and Tom Halperin 

Memory of Anne Dennison 
Joan and Tom Halperin 

Memory of Warren Liss (Dina Lunken’s father) 
Joan and Tom Halperin 

 

 

 

  

  

 
 

 
 

Accepting Nominations or volunteers 

for New Board members 

Please call Gladys 309.692.4848 



 

 5 

PESACH 

The festival of Passover occurs this year on Saturday, April 20, and 

continues through Saturday, April 27. 

First and second Seders are held in the home on Friday, and Saturday night,  

April 19 and 20. 

 

THE SEDER 

The very first SEDER eaten by our ancestors the night of their departure 

from Egypt was a family feast.  So for hundreds of years on the first and 

second Passover nights, after the men return from the synagogue services, 

families gather around the large and inviting table to rejoice together in Israel’s redemption.  Particularly 

we should encourage the youngsters to stay up for the SEDER, despite the late hour so that they not only 

witness, but also fully participate in the ritual. 

 

SEDER means order.  The festival gathering, therefore, although unrestrained in joy and thanksgiving, 

follows a set procedure.  Everything centers around the HAGGADAH, the story, the dramatic tale of the 

miraculous deliverance of Israel.  Because of the hardships which the children of Israel were forced to 

undergo in Egypt, and the exodus from Egypt culminating in the miracle of the Red Sea, we recite the tale 

and link it with the ceremonies of the SEDER. 

 

FAST OF THE FIRST BORN 

Because the first born of the Israelites were spared when the Egyptians were smitten with the tenth 

plague, all first born Jewish males fast on Erev Pesach until the SEDER.  This is called “Ta’anit 

B’Chorim.”  If, however, one attends a “Seudat Mitzvah,” (a feast that accompanies the performance of a 

religious duty), one is not required to fast.  It is, therefore, customary in all synagogues that a “Siyum” or 

conclusion of a Talmudic tractate follows the morning service on this day.  The “Siyum” will be held 

Friday, April 19, immediately following the morning services, which start at 6:40 a.m.  All first born 

males should attend this important service.  

 

MECHIRAT CHAMETZ 

The sale of Chametz is an important law, the observance of which is necessary for the maintenance of the 

Kashruth of the Jewish home.  Chametz that is retained over the Passover holidays may not be used after 

the holiday period, unless it was previously sold through the procedure prescribed by Jewish law.  Our 

law provides for the legal sale of Chametz to a non-Jew, with the rabbi generally acting as agent.  For 

those who are unable to come in the synagogue personally, the form may be used and mailed to the 

synagogue office.  It must be received no later than April 10, 2019. Mail the enclosed form to: 

    Congregation Agudas Achim 

    5614 North University Street 

    Peoria, IL  61614-4157 

    Or email it to congaa@sbcglobal.net 

 

The ritual for searching for Chametz in the home should be conducted on 

Thursday night, April 18. 

 

Burn chometz Friday morning April 19 until 11:40 a.m.  

 

THE LATEST TIME FOR EATING CHAMETZ IS 10:38 A.M., ON FRIDAY, APRIL 19. 

 

 

 

mailto:congaa@sbcglobal.net
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2018 PASSOVER SERVICE SCHEDULE 

FRIDAY – APRIL 19 

SIYUM FOR FIRST BORN - 6:40 A.M. 

CANDLE LIGHTING AT- 7:24 P.M. 

 

SATURDAY – APRIL 20 

9:00 A.M.  

CANDLE LIGHTING AFTER 8:26 P.M. 
 

 

SUNDAY – APRIL 21 

9:00 A.M.  

YOM TOV ENDS AT 8:27 P.M. 
 

 

 

 

                MONDAY – APRIL 22   TUESDAY – APRIL23 

              6:40 A.M.           6:40 A.M.  

 

               

              WEDNESDAY – APRIL 24   THURSDAY – APRIL25 

             6:40 A.M.            6:40 A.M.  

CANDLE LIGHTING AT - 7:30 P.M. 

 

 

FRIDAY - APRIL 26 

               9:00 A.M.  

CANDLE LIGHTING AFTER - 7:31 P.M. 

 

SATURDAY - APRIL 27 

  9:00 A.M. YIZKOR - 10:30 A.M.   

PASSOVER ENDS AT 8:34 P.M. 

 
 

 

 

MATZAH FUND (MAOT HITTIM) 

Donations to the Matzah fund are being accepted at the synagogue office.  

Please make your check payable to the Agudas Achim Charity Fund.   

Thank you for your support! 
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I, the undersigned, empower Rabbi Sholem Fishbane to act in my place and/or to appoint 

an agent on my behalf, to sell all chametz – as defined by Torah/Biblical and Rabbinic 

Jewish Law – and all products containing even the smallest percentage of chametz, which 

are owned by the individual or company listed below, and to lease all places where the 

aforementioned items may be found. 

   

Address: Home _______________________________  

 

 

  City ________________  State ______ Zip __________ 

 

 

 

 

Business ______________________________  

 

 

  City ________________  State ______ Zip __________ 

 

 

 

To this I do hereby affix my signature on this _____ day of ___________ 2019 

 

 

 

 

____________________________   ____________________________ 

Name – Please Print     Your Signature 
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With much joy and gratitude to Hashem 

We invite you to join us 

As we celebrate the Bar mitzvah of our 

Dear son 
 

Noah Daniel Kravetz 
 

Saturday, September 22
nd

, 2018 

Congregation Agudas Achim 

5614 N. University Street 
 

Shacharit at 9 a.m. 

Torah Reading at 10 a.m. 

Kiddush luncheon to follow 
 


