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Candle Lighting Times 

 

November 

 

November 2 – 5:35 p.m. 

 

November 9 – 4:28 p.m. 

 

November 16 – 4:21 p.m. 

 

November 23– 4:17 p.m. 
 

November 30– 4:14 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candle Lighting Times 

 

December 

 

December 7 – 4:13 p.m. 

 

December 14 – 4:13 p.m. 

 

December 21 – 4:16 p.m. 

 

December 28– 4:20 p.m. 
 

November 30– 4:14 p.m. 
 

 

Calendar of events 
Saturday, November 3 

9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 
 

Saturday, November 10 

9 a.m. service – Mechitzah 
 

Saturday, November 17 
9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 
 

Saturday, November 24 
9 a.m. service - Mechitzah 

 

 

 

Mazel Tov To: 
Jennifer and Andrew Kravetz on the 

Bar Mitzvah of their son, Noah. 

Sue and Sheldon Katz on the 

marriage of their son Benjamin, to 

Michelle Clarke 

 

 

 

To err is human,  

to forgive is divine 
The donation made in the October 

bulletin should read as follows: 

Memory of Ruth Season 
CHAI – Larry and Stella Griminger 
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November 
Paul Fishkin 

Emily Halperin 

Harry Morgenstern 

Steve Vogel 

Doris Shasha 

Jonathan Halperin 

Janet Steinberg 

Larry Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 
Donna and Leonard Kaufman 

Janet and Lewis Steinberg 

 

 

 

Speedy Recovery To: 
Jennifer Dolin 
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From Rabbi Michael Arsers 
The Book of Genesis is almost entirely devoted 

to the story of the patriarchs.  In the synagogue, 

we have just begun reading the portions which 

narrate the events of the life of Abraham.  Since 

Abraham is regarded as the first Jew, his 

biography is very significant.  But how are we to 

think about the patriarchs? 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are towering figures 

in the history of the Jewish People.  They are 

models, exemplars of what it means to live as a 

Jew.  But, does that mean that they are models of 

perfection? Many of the stories that we have 

learned since childhood portray the patriarchs as 

men who exhibited moral perfection, even in 

their youth.  We all remember the famous story 

of Abraham breaking the idols in his father’s idol 

shop.  This story leads us to believe that even as 

a small child, Abraham was a strict monotheist 

who took bold action to show the idiocy of 

idolatry. 

I believe there is a more profound way of 

looking at the lives of the patriarchs. They are 

indeed models, not of perfection, but of growth 

and development.  The patriarchs were human 

beings who faced the same challenges (actually 

greater challenges) we all do.  What makes them 

great figures who are to be emulated is that they 

struggled with their themselves to overcome 

their flaws and become great men. 

This approach to the patriarchs is supported by 

the commentary of Nachmanides – the Ramban – 

who criticizes Abraham for some of his actions.  

The Ramban states that Abraham sinned when he 

left Canaan and went down to Egypt.  This flight 

from the land that G-d had commanded him to 

go to was motivated by a famine.  But the 

Ramban points out that G-d did not tell Abraham 

to leave.  He should have had trust in G-d’s 

ability to sustain him and remain in Canaan. 

In Egypt, Abraham passes off his wife as his 

sister.  He is afraid that the Egyptians will kill 

him in order to take his wife who was an 

extremely beautiful woman.  Indeed, Pharaoh, 

thinking that Sarah was Abraham’s sister, paid 

Abraham and took Sarah into his house.  G-d 

sent plagues on Pharaoh and he sent them away.  

The Ramban here too suggests that Abraham 

showed a lack of faith, not trusting that G-d 

could defend him even without the ruse.  The 

Ramban also criticizes Sarah for her 

mistreatment of her maid servant Hagar. 

These comments of the famous 12
th

 century 

Sephardic rabbi give us an opportunity to see 

that Abraham was not born perfect.  He made 

mistakes.  What we can learn from Abraham is 

that he learned from these experiences.  

Abraham struggled with his own nature and 

eventually was able to achieve his full potential.  

He will ultimately develop a trust in G-d that 

will give him the strength to withstand the test of 

being commanded to offer up his son Isaac as a 

burnt offering.  In this case, Abraham put 

everything on the line.  He risked all that G-d 

had promised him in order to carry out this 

command.  This ordeal came later in Abraham’s 

life, after he had become a person who was a 

model of faith and strength of character. 

I believe that this approach to the patriarchs is 

much more beneficial for our own personal 

growth.  If the patriarchs are models of 

perfection from their youth, then we can never 

really emulate them. We can look at their 

perfection and see it as an impossible standard 

that we will never achieve. If, however, we see 

them as a model of struggling, wrestling with 

themselves, growth and development, then we 

can learn from their stories how we must also 

struggle with ourselves in order to achieve our 

full potential as Jews and as human beings.  
 

 

The Board of Directors and members of 

Congregation Agudas Achim wish to express 

their sympathy to 
The family of Anna Favus 

 

 

Charity Fund 
Honor of Sue and Sheldon Katz on the 

marriage of their son Benjamin, to Michelle 

Clarke 

Joan and Tom Halperin 

Memory of Harvy Slepian 

Joan and Tom Halperin 

Memory of Anna Favus 

Joan and Tom Halperin 
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Peoria Hebrew Day School News 
The PHDS students 

presented their 

STEAM family 

project for 

September: create 

a bird’s nest.  Our 

students used their 

creativity to come 

up with some great bird  

nests using leaves, sticks, mud, and grass 

clippings.  Next month’s project is to make a 

monster out of recycled material.  We look 

forward to seeing all of their creativity! 

 

The students enjoyed our 

annual trip to Tanner’s 

Orchard.  They loved 

being able to pick their 

own apples and were 

excited to see inside the 

new building during the 

tour.  Their favorite part 

as always was being able 

to run around and play in 

the large playground.  

The students enjoyed learning about and 

celebrating the High Holidays.  They enjoyed 

eating all of the yummy apples and honey.  They 

did a great job decorating the Sukkah for 

everyone to enjoy.  The students did a great 

mitzah by putting the covers for High Holidays 

in storage and dressing the Torah in their normal 

covers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kiddush Fund Donations 
Honor of Noah Kravetz’ Bar Mitzvah 

CHAI – Carl Cohen 

Memory of Ruth Season 

CHAI – Marcy and Michael Kennelly 

Memory of the yahrzeits of our dear, beloved 

friends, Gene and Rhetta Schindles 
CHAI+ – Craig and Joan Freed Kuchel 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother, Natalie Axelrod 
CHAI+ – Gary Axelrod 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Torah Fund Donations 
Memory of the yahrzeits of my dear, beloved 

parents, Theodore and Adele Hester 
2 X CHAI – Phillip Hester 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

brother, Charles Feldman 
Bari and Steve Blumhof 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

mother, and grandmother, Freda Finkelstein 
CHAI – Betty Congress 

Myrna and Richard Cohen 

Debbie and Lester Liby 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

brother, Hal Feldman 
Bari and Steve Blumhof 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

husband, father, grandfather, and great-

grandfather, Leo Schafts 
Pat Schafts and family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freyda Fredman Hospitality Fund 
Honor of the recovery of Jennifer Dolin 
Doris Shasha 

Memory of Anna Favus 

Cindy and Eric Goldberg 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother, Janet Propp 
CHAI+ – Gail Heckmyer 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

wife, Freyda Fredman 
2 X CHAI – Yos Fredman 

 

 

  

 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

     



 

 4 

From our President, LaDona Fishkin 
Dear Members and Friends, 

 

 The last couple months have been filled with many simchas for our congregational family.  We had great 

attendance during the holidays, with many extended family joining us and a visit from Rabbi Stein and Chazan 

Larry Gornish.  We supported two families of our congregation as their sons were called to the torah, and we thank 

Rabbi Arsers and Dr. Halperin for their guidance with these young men.  Members have had family Jewish 

weddings, births, upsherins, and although they were not here locally, we share the families’ joy, and we feel 

connected.  

 We also have come together, as a community and congregation, to support members during the death of 

their mother, and gathered for an unveiling for another family. 

 And while a mechitzah does not serve our whole population, it also does.  We have had more regular 

attendance with a traditional minyan, for shabbat.  

 While there are times we feel so small as a congregation, we are so rich and wonderful as a congregation. 

We have the good fortune, because of our size, that we can be intimately connected to all of these experiences that 

are Jewish life at Agudas Achim. 

 While attending a shabbat service regularly is not for every member of our congregation, we still are trying 

to think of ways to engage our entire membership. We have TWO such events scheduled now.  

 

 FIRST, November 3 at 7:00 pm, we will be providing kosher dairy and parve munchies at a Federation 

event with magician Phil Raso.  This is an adult evening with an amazing, locally talented magician.  

 

 SECOND, December 9 time TBA, we are going to have a movie afternoon during Channuka. We will be 

serving festive food, chilidogs, chips, salad and dessert.  Bring your menorah! 

 

 November is also a national month for blessings. I want to extend my personal thanks and appreciation for 

our VETERANS. You are directly responsible for the freedoms we have today in our county. And may everyone 

have a blessed Thanksgiving, with food and warmth of family and friends. 

 

 And finally, please VOTE!!   

 

 Shalom, LaDona W Fishkin, President 

 

 

Join us for this adults only 

evening fun filled evening. 

Make your reservation 

today and pay at the door. 
 

The Jewish Federation of Peoria 

         www.jewishpeoria.org 

 

Sue@Jewishpeoria.orgphone:     

 

           309-689-0063

 

mailto:rose@jewishpeoria.org?subject=magic%20show&body=I%20will%20attend%20Magic%2C%20Munchies%20and%20MIshigass
http://www.jewishpeoria.org/
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

  1 2 

 

Candles @ 5:35 

 

3 

9 am service  with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah  

4 

Daylight 

saving 

time ends 

5 6 

 

7 

 

8 

 

 

 

Rosh Chodesh 

9 

 

Candles @ 4:28 

 

Rosh Chodesh 

10 

9 am service 

Mechitzah 

11 

 
 

12 

 

13 

 

 
 

14  

 

 

15 

 
 

 

16 

 

Candles @ 4:21 

 

17 

9 am service  with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

18 

 
19 
 

20 

 

 

Office closed 

21 

 

 

Office closed 

22 

 

 

Office closed 

23 

 

Candles @4:17 

Office closed 

24 
9 am service 

Mechitzah  

25 

 

26 

 

 

Office closed 

27 

 

 

 

28 

 

 

 

29 

 

 

 

30 

 

Candles @4:14 

 

 

1 

9 am service  with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah  
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November 2018 
With much joy and gratitude to Hashem 

We invite you to join us 

As we celebrate the Bar mitzvah of our 

Dear son 
 

Noah Daniel Kravetz 
 

Saturday, September 22
nd

, 2018 

Congregation Agudas Achim 

5614 N. University Street 
 

Shacharit at 9 a.m. 

Torah Reading at 10 a.m. 

Kiddush luncheon to follow 
 


