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Candle Lighting Times 

 

February  

 

February 7 – 5:05 p.m. 

 

February 14 – 5:13 p.m. 

 

February 21 – 5:22 p.m. 

 

February 28 – 5:31 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candle Lighting Times 

 

March  

 

March 6 – 5:38 p.m. 

 

March 13 – 6:46 p.m. 

 

March 20 – 6:53 p.m. 

 

March 27 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

Saturday, February 1 
9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

 

Saturday, February 8 
9 a.m. service with P.H.D.S. 

 

Sunday, February 9 
9:30 a.m. – Board meeting 

 

Saturday, February 15 
9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

 

Saturday, February 22 
9 a.m. service – Mechitzah 

 

Saturday, February 29 
9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

 

 

 

 

 

The Board of Directors and members 

of Congregation Agudas Achim wish 

to express their sympathy to 
The family of Pat Schafts 

The family of Herbert Weinstein 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

February 
Iris Decker 

Diane Kach 

Charlene Steinberg 

Ira Pritzker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marie and Bruce Schindles 

Charlene and Charles Steinberg 
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From our Rabbi, Michael Arsers 
 In the narrative of the Ten Plagues, the 

Torah uses a phrase that has been the cause of a 

great deal of scholarly consternation. Every 

biblical commentary and Jewish philosopher has 

felt compelled to find a solution for the issue 

raised by this phrase.  What is this problematic 

statement? “G-d hardened Pharaoh’s heart.”  

 If G-d hardened Pharaoh’s heart, then 

that would mean that Pharaoh did not have free 

will to choose whether to let the Jewish People 

leave Egypt.  The issue is that Judaism bases its 

whole view on the idea that human beings have 

free will.  Look at the story of Adam and Eve.  

The crux of this story of the first human beings is 

that they chose not to obey G-d’s command.  G-d 

could have created us in a way that would have 

made it impossible for us not to obey the mitzvot 

– the commandments. A natural instinct could 

have been instilled in us that coerced us to 

observe the mitzvot in the same way we have an 

instinct that leads us to eat or to reproduce.  Or, 

G-d could have created a world in which the 

rewards and punishments for observance or non-

observance of the laws of the Torah were so 

immediate and severe that we would have been 

conditioned to follow them without thinking. 

Instead, as the story of Adam and Eve makes 

clear, G-d created us with the fundamental 

characteristic that we could decide for ourselves 

whether to obey or not. This is free will. 

 The story of Pharaoh and G-d hardening 

his heart seems to contradict the idea of free will.  

This is why every commentator struggles to 

explain this phrase in a way that preserves the 

Torah’s fundamental commitment to human free 

will.  Otherwise, Pharaoh could not really be 

accountable for his actions. 

 There are many explanations, but the one 

that seems the most plausible to me is this. 

Pharaoh, facing the Ten Plagues one right after 

the other, could have been compelled to release 

the Jewish People because he realized he had no 

choice.  It is like the story told in the movie The 

Godfather about the businessman who was made 

an offer he “he couldn’t refuse.”  That’s because 

the godfather had someone hold a gun to his 

head while he was asked to do something. 

Pharaoh might have been in this same situation.  

By G-d hardening Pharaoh’s heart, He 

strengthened his ability to resist the dire situation 

he was facing. G-d actually fortified Pharaoh’s 

free will so that he was able to chose whether to 

send the Jewish People out of Egypt or not.  

Without this strengthening of his character, 

Pharaoh would have acted merely out of 

desperation.  

 This phrase “G-d hardened Pharaohs’ 

heart” gave him more free will, not less.  

 

Peoria Hebrew Day School News 

 We want to say thank you to everyone 

who attended our Hanukkah Program, and we 

are so thankful for everyone’s continued support 

of the Day School.  The students wouldn’t be 

able to get the education that they continue to 

receive without your help.  

 The PHDS students presented their 

STEAM family project for the month: make a 

menorah to be displayed at our Hanukkah 

Program.  We were so impressed by the very 

creative and beautiful menorahs that the students 

made with their families.  The students received 

so many compliments from the people who came 

to the Hanukkah Program and saw their 

menorahs.  We are looking forward to next 

month’s STEAM project. 

The students were so thankful to have a field trip 

the day after the Hanukkah Program.  They got 

to relax and enjoy watching a Riverman’s 

Hockey game.  Their favorite part may have 

been eating the snacks though!  

 

 



 

 3 

From our President, LaDona Fishkin 
 

Dear Congregants and Friends of Agudas 

Achim, 

 

Although it has been a much milder 

winter than last year, the timing of the 

winter storms in January always seemed 

to coincide with shabbat.  My thanks to 

Rabbi Arsers for his flexibility to travel or 

not travel here.  I hope everyone has also 

been fortunate enough to remain healthy 

this winter season. 

 

Every year as we celebrate Tu B’Shevat, 

it’s so difficult to wrap my mind around 

the idea of the beautiful blooming flowers 

of Israel and the hope an upcoming year 

of good yields in agriculture. Someday I 

hope to have the good fortune to 

experience this in Eretz Israel. I think of 

February as a working month.  I am 

working with committees on nominations, 

proposed budgets, long term planning and 

bylaw changes, all of which will be 

presented to membership at the annual 

meeting, so mark your calendars for 

Sunday, June 28, 2020. 

 

Also, please mark your calendar for some 

Purim fun on Monday evening, March 9, 

2020.  Larry Gornish will return and lead 

us in the reading of the Megillah. Start 

planning your wardrobe now with 

Hawaiian shirts, moo-moos, and anything 

tropical.  We will have a light nosh and 

tropical ice cream social in the social hall. 

 

~LaDona W Fishkin, President Agudas 

Achim 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kiddush Fund Donations 
Honor of the recovery of Rabbi Zalman Stein 
Debbie and Harry Morgenstern 

Honor of the recovery of Ellen Stein 
Debbie and Harry Morgenstern 

Memory of Herbert Weinstein 

Debbie and Harry Morgenstern 

CHAI – Carl Cohen 

2 X CHAI – Jumna and Norman Nathan 

CHAI+ – Susan Freed Sternfield 

CHAI – Marcy and Michael Kennelly 

Memory of Dennis Cohen 

CHAI+ – Marie and Bruce Schindles  

Memory of Eli Season  

Anonymous  

Memory of Pat Schafts 
Debbie and Harry Morgenstern 

Memory of Yuval Terem’s mother 
Debbie and Harry Morgenstern 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

friend, Ed Pritzker 

CHAI+ – Marie and Bruce Schindles  

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

brother-in-law, Fred Propp 

CHAI – Marilyn Propp  

 

 

 

To  

Sheldon Katz  

and  

Susan Gordon  

For their preparations and 

service of a delicious breakfast 

of shashuka, french toast 

casserole, and roasted potatoes 

for the minyanaires  
on January 26, 2020 
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Torah Fund Donations 
Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother, Elaine Feinner 

CHAI+ – Elyse Perlen 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

grandmother, Ruth Feinner 

2 X CHAI+ – Elyse Perlen 

Memory of the yahrzeits of my dear, beloved 

mother and grandfather, Betty Schuster and Abe 

Siegman 

CHAI+ – Randy Schuster 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

husband, Boris Wine 

5 X CHAI+ – Mary Wine 

CHAI+ – Leo Wine 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, grandfather, and great-grandfather, 

Stanley Bernstein 

CHAI – Marcia and Carl Inselberg and family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freyda Fredman Hospitality Fund 
Honor of Ann Rosenberg on the birth of her great-

granddaughter, Bracha Maayin Rosenberg 

Cindy and Eric Goldberg 

Honor of the recovery of Rabbi Zalman and Ellen 

Stein 

CHAI – Diane and Ed Kach 

Cindy and Eric Goldberg 

Memory of Herbert Weinstein 

Cindy and Eric Goldberg 

Memory of the yahrzeits of my dear, beloved 

parents, Neil and Clara Fredman 

2 X CHAI – Yos Fredman 

 

 

 

 

 

Charity Fund Donations 
Honor of Ann Rosenberg on the birth of her great-

granddaughter, Bracha Maayin Rosenberg 

Joan and Tom Halperin  

Honor of the recovery of Rabbi Zalman and 

Ellen Stein 
Joan and Tom Halperin 
Memory of Herbert Cohen  

Joan and Tom Halperin 
Memory of Pat Schafts  

Joan and Tom Halperin 

CHAI – Marcy Freed Kennelly and Michael 

Kennelly 

 

 

 

 

Speedy Recovery To: 
Rabbi Zalman and Ellen Stein 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

March 9
th

, 2020 
 

Megillah 
 

“Tropical Purim Escape” 

Reading 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    

 

  

 

1 
9 am service with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah   

2 

 

3 

 

 

4 

 

5 

  

6 

 

7 

Candles @ 5:05 

8 

9 am service with 

P.H.D.S.  

9 

9:30 am  

A.A. Board 

meeting 

10 

 

Tu B’Shevat 

11 

 

12 

 

 

 

13 

 

14 

Candles @ 5:13 

 

 

15 

9 am service with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah   

16 

 

17 

President’s day 

Office Closed 

18 

 

19 

 

20 21 

Candles @5:22 

 

22 

9 am service 

Mechitzah 

23 

 

24 

 

 

25 

 

Rosh Chodesh 

26 

 

Rosh Chodesh 

27 

 

28 

Candles @5:31 

 

29 

9 am service with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah   
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With much joy and gratitude to Hashem 

We invite you to join us 

As we celebrate the Bar mitzvah of our 

Dear son 
 

Noah Daniel Kravetz 
 

Saturday, September 22
nd

, 2018 

Congregation Agudas Achim 

5614 N. University Street 
 

Shacharit at 9 a.m. 

Torah Reading at 10 a.m. 

Kiddush luncheon to follow 
 

February 


