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Candle Lighting Times 

 

June 

 

June 7 – 8:09 p.m. 

 

June 14 – 8:13 p.m. 

 

June 21 – 8:15 p.m. 

 

June 28 – 8:16 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candle Lighting Times 

 

July 

 

July 5 – 8:15 p.m. 

 

July 12 – 8:12 p.m. 

 

July 19 – 8:08 p.m. 

 

July 26 – 8:02 p.m. 

  

 

 

 

 
June 

Diane and Ed Kach 

Jenny and Joel Schwartz 

Gail and Sanford Gordon 

Naomi and Ralph Fishman 

Stella and Larry Griminger 

Alyssa and Matthew Kuhn 

Jennifer and Ben Dolin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mazel Tov to the  

2019 graduates 
Alena Fishkin 

Ilan Lunken 

 

 

 

Speedy Recovery To: 
Dan Steinberg 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

June 
Paul Small 

Sheldon Katz 

Carolyn Weinstein 

Ira Pritzker 

Dina Lunken 

Debbie Liby 

Susan Katz 

 

 

July 
Ben Dolin 

Betty Congress 

Leonard Kaufman 

Jennifer Kravetz 

Adira Lunken 

Irene Pritzker 

Daniel Nathan 

Lionel Axelrod 

Linda Heller 
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From our Rabbi, Michael Arsers 
Every morning, upon awakening, even 

before we get out of bed, we are supposed to say 

the following words, “Modeh Ani 

Lephanecha…I thank You, O living and eternal 

King, for You have returned my soul to me with 

compassion – abundant is Your faithfulness.”  

After having slept all night, we wake up in the 

morning, as if reborn, and we give thanks to G-d 

for offering us life once again. 

 Every morning, these should be the very 

first words out of our mouths, before we do 

anything else. They teach us something very 

important about Judaism. 

 Judaism urges us to see the world as good 

and our lives as being worthwhile.  We need to 

begin every morning by thanking G-d that He 

has given us the opportunity to live another day. 

By waking up and immediately saying, “Modeh 

Ani Lephanecha…” we are acknowledging that 

our lives are a gift to us from G-d and that we are 

the recipients of a continuing abundance of 

blessings.  The fact that we say these words 

every morning reminds us that each day is a new 

gift from G-d. It is almost as if we have a chance 

to begin our lives anew every day.  I have always 

liked the saying, “today is the first day of the rest 

of your life.” 

The problem we all have is that we take 

too much for granted.  We do not always realize 

how much we are really indebted to G-d for all 

the good around us.  We do not think about how 

great a gift life is.  

The word “Jew” (Yehudi in Hebrew) 

comes from the same root word as “Modeh”.  

The word means “to thank.”  A Jew, a yehudi, 

constantly gives thanks to G-d.  This is why we 

say a blessing before we eat or drink, or before 

we enjoy anything from this world. Saying a 

blessing acknowledges that G-d has made this 

world to be good and to be a benefit to us. 

Saying a blessing also reminds us that we should 

not take things for granted.  To be a Yehudi 

means to constantly live with a feeling of 

gratitude to G-d.  We see life as an opportunity 

for service to G-d. 

 If we can start each day with this attitude, 

then it will help us achieve our goals during the 

day. We will accomplish more and be better 

people. 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of events 
 

Saturday, June 1 
9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers Mechitzah 

 

Saturday, June 8 
9 a.m. service – Mechitzah 

Erev Shavuot 

 

Sunday, June 9 
9 a.m. service - Shavuot 

 

Monday, June 10 
9 a.m. service - Shavuot 

10:30 a.m. – Yizkor  

 

Saturday, June 15 
9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers Mechitzah 

 

Saturday, June 22 
9 a.m. service – Mechitzah 

 
Sunday, June 23 

10 a.m. – Congregation Meeting 

 
 

Saturday, June 29 
9 a.m. service – Mechitzah 

 

Saturday, July 6 
9 a.m. service – Mechitzah 

 

Saturday, July 13 
9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers Mechitzah 

 

Saturday, July 20 
9 a.m. service – Mechitzah 

 

Saturday, July 27 
9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers Mechitzah 
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From our President, LaDona Fishkin 
 

Dear Members and Friends of Agudas Achim, 

 

Our board is preparing for the end of year and the 

annual meeting on June 23, 2019 at 10:00am.  I 

want to thank the board and community for their 

support as I finish the first year of my second term as 

President of Agudas Achim.  

 

We have had a successful year for 2018-2019.  

•  Prepared and served two meals from our 

kosher kitchen for our membership at Hanukkah 

and in March and the plan is to have a summer 

event too. 

•  Delivered 24 kosher meals to community 

(members and non-members) with the help of 

Katherine Kennedy from the Federation 

•  Hosted day school for meal preparations for 

their Hanukkah party, Volunteer/Grandparent 

Appreciation and Graduation 

•  Federation events for the seniors and 

community at Hanukkah, Purim, Pesach, and a 

Magic Show 

•  Provided some kosher meals to visiting 

Israeli team for a tractor competition and also 

provided support during their competition 

•  Visited our members that are unable to get 

out, whether for illness, rehabilitation or elderly 

•  Rabbi Stein visiting from Israel, and Chazan 

Larry Gornish lead us during the High Holidays 

with minyan at the synagogue and off-site 

•  A successful Purim with Chazan Larry 

Gornish and a joint social event with the Temple 

•  Minyans at almost every Shabbat service 

•  Minyans for Pesach 

•  Four services lead by the PHDS 

•  Rabbi Arsers continues to visit and lead us 

twice a month at services. 

•  We supported each other for simchas and in 

times of mourning. 

•  Provided charity to over 33 organizations 

•  Moved the War Memorial Synagogue 

Marquee to the Hebrew Cemetery  

•  Currently working on a community wide 

security plan for all Jewish Institutions in Peoria. 

 

  

There are some concerns I have about long term 

planning and hope the committee will work hard this 

upcoming year with the support of the community. 

We will also begin negotiations on extending our 

rental agreement with the Temple. It’s hard to believe 

the three year term is almost completed. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you on June 23, 2019 at 

the Annual Meeting and a Chag Sameach this 

Shavuos.  

 

Shalom, 

~ LaDona Fishkin, President Agudas Achim 

 

 

 

Peoria Hebrew Day School News 
The PHDS family 

is so proud of our 

eighth grade 

graduates.  Seth, 

Ilan, and Julia will 

be leaving us for 

high school! We 

wish them all the 

best of luck in high school! 

Our last fieldtrip for the school year was to 

Wildlife Prairie Park.  The students were excited 

to attend the Birds of Prey demonstration, and 

they had an enjoyable time walking around and 

discovering all of the animals. Of course, they 

also loved going down the large slide and 

playing at the playground as well. 

The students had a blast celebrating Israeli 

Independence Day. The students had a full day 

of friendly competition and team building 

activities.  We are so thankful for Yona and his 

daughter Ronit for putting on the celebration for 

the students.  

We had a wonderful year with all of our 

students, and we will be looking forward to 

hearing about all of their adventures they had 

during the summer!  We are also looking 

forward to having new younger students next 

year as we are opening the pre-school program 

back up!   

 

 

 



 

 4 

 

 

Kiddush Fund Donations 
Honor of Judy and Dave Michelson on the birth 

of their great-granddaughter, Cassandra Lilly 

Blumberg 
Betty Congress 

In appreciation of the minyan allowing me to 

say kaddish in memory of my father, Israel 

Morgenstern 
CHAI – Harry Morgenstern 
Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

husband, Steve Heckmyer 
CHAI – Gail Heckmyer 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved uncle, 

David Oxenfeldt 
CHAI – The Inselbergs 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Torah Fund Donations 
Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, grandfather, and great-grandfather, 

Eugene Buksz 

CHAI – The Dennison and Cooley families 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, and grandfather, Walter Wolff 
4 X CHAI – Sue and Howard Wolff; Karyn and 

Joey Karel; Amy and Tim Schwab; Mark Wolff 

and families 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother, 

Elisabeth Buksz 

CHAI – The Dennison and Cooley families 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

husband, Larry Reiser 
3 X CHAI – Trude Reiser 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

father, Leo Propp 
CHAI – Gail Heckmyer 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

father, Harry Gaffin 
Bella Kaplan 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, Morris Bloomfield 
CHAI – Ursula and Charles Moses 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

grandmother, Sara Siegman 
CHAI – Randy Schuster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Charity Fund Donations 
Honor of Alena Fishkin’s graduation 
Joan and Tom Halperin 

Honor of Julia Stewart’s graduation 
Joan and Tom Halperin 

Honor of Seth Stricklan’s graduation 
Joan and Tom Halperin 

Honor of Ilan Lunken’s graduation 
Joan and Tom Halperin 

Honor of Judy and Dave Michelson on the birth 

of their great-granddaughter, Cassandra Lilly 

Blumberg 
Joan and Tom Halperin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s Time to Take a Break 
I will be on vacation from June 27, to July 19.  

All essential businesses will be conducted.  The 

office will be intermittently manned during this 

period.  You can leave your message at the 

synagogue at (309) 692-4848 or LaDona Fishkin 

at (309) 657-6774 and your call will be returned.  

There will be no July bulletin.  Thank you for 

your cooperation! 

     Gladys 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  

 

 

 

   1 
9 am service with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah  
2 

Yom 

Yerushalem 

 

3 

 

 

 

4 

 

Rosh Chodesh 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

Candles @ 8:09 

8 

9 am service 

Mechitzah 

9 

9 am – Shavuot 

10 

9 am – Shavuot 

 

11 

 

 

 

12 

 

 

13 

 

14 

Candles @ 8:13 

 

 

15 

9 am service with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

16 

 

Father’s Day 

 

17 

 

18 

 

 

19 

 

20 

 

 

21 

Candles @8:15 

 

22 

9 am service 

Mechitzah 

23 

10 am Annual  

Meeting 

24 

 

25 

 

 

26 

 

 

27 

 

 

28 

 

Candles @8:16 

29 

9 am service with 

Mechitzah 

30       

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 

 

2 

 

3 

 
 

 

Rosh Chodesh 

4 
Independence 

Day 

Office Closed 

Rosh Chodesh 

5 

Candles @8:15 

6 
9 am service 

Mechitzah  

7 

 

 

 

8 

 

 

 

9 

 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

Candles @ 8:12 

13 

9 am service with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

14 

 

15 

 

 

16 

 

 

 

17 

 

 

18 

 

19 

Candles @ 8:08 

 

 

20 

9 am service 

Mechitzah 

21 

 

Fast of Tammuz 

22 

 

23 

 

 

24 

 

25 

 

Lag Ba’omer 

26 

Candles @8:02 

 

27 

9 am service with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

 

31 

 

 

1 

 

 

2 

Candles @7:55 

3 

9 am service 

Mechitzah 

June 2018 

July 2018 
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Freyda Fredman Hospitality Fund 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved sister, Shirley Zigman 

CHAI – Marilyn Propp 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved mother-in-law, Wanda Propp 

CHAI – Marilyn Propp 

In appreciation of the minyan allowing me to say kaddish in memory of my mother, Frances Kach 
CHAI – Ed Kach 

Honor of the recovery of Dan Steinberg 
CHAI – Diane and Ed Kach 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved mother-in-law, Sarah Siegel 
CHAI – Yos Fredman 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved father, Israel Morgenstern 
Harry Morgenstern 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved mother, Helen Morgenstern 
Harry Morgenstern 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGREGATION 

AGUDAS 

ACHIM 

 

NEWS 

 

5614 North University Street   - Peoria, IL  61614-4157 

 
 

 

 

With much joy and gratitude to Hashem 

We invite you to join us 

As we celebrate the Bar mitzvah of our 

Dear son 
 

Noah Daniel Kravetz 
 

Saturday, September 22
nd

, 2018 

Congregation Agudas Achim 

5614 N. University Street 
 

Shacharit at 9 a.m. 

Torah Reading at 10 a.m. 

Kiddush luncheon to follow 
 

 

 
 

  


