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Candle Lighting Times 

 

May 

 

May 3 – 7:39 p.m. 

 

May 10 – 7:46 p.m. 

 

May 17 – 7:52 p.m. 

 

May 24 – 7:59 p.m. 

 

May 31 – 8:05 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candle Lighting Times 

 

June 

 

June 7 – 8:09 p.m. 

 

June 14 – 8:13 p.m. 

 

June 21 – 8:15 p.m. 

 

June 28 – 8:16 p.m. 

 

Calendar of events 
Saturday, May 4 

9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 
 

Saturday, May 11 
9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 
 

Saturday, May 18 
9 a.m. service with P.H.D.S. 

Mixed seating 
 

Sunday, May 19 
9:30 a.m. Board meeting 

 

Saturday, May 25 
9 a.m. service with Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mazel Tov to: 
Judy and Dave Michelson on the birth 

of their great-granddaughter, 

Cassandra Lilly Blumberg.   

Congratulations to the grandmother, 

Diane Blumberg 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

May 
Teresa Erlichman 

Yona Lunken 

Donna Kaufman 

Myrna Cohen 

Grant Fishkin 

Ralph Fishman 

Joan Halperin 

Herbert Cohen 

Yos Fredman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

May 
Marcy and Michael Kennelly 

Dina and Yona Lunken 

Annette and Paul Small 
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Mark your calendar 

June 23, 2019 
Agudas Achim Annual meeting 

mailto:congaa@mtco.com
http://www.agudasachim.wordpress.com/
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From our Rabbi, Michael Arsers 
Between Passover and Shavuot there is a period 

of 49 days – seven weeks (which is why the 

holiday is called Shavuot, which means “Weeks” 

in Hebrew).  During these seven weeks, at the 

evening service, we count the days of the Omer.  

This is called Sefirat Ha’Omer.  Every evening, 

at the conclusion of the service, we say a 

berachah and then count which day of the Omer 

it is.  “Today is the 25
th

 day of the Omer, which 

is three weeks and four days in the Omer.”  

Every day we go through the same ritual, 

counting that day’s number.  An important rule 

concerning the counting of the Omer is: If you 

forget to count one day, then you can continue 

counting on the following day, but without 

saying the berachah.  The performance of this 

mitzvah, which takes seven weeks to complete, 

must be done every day without fail, to be done 

properly.  Let’s compare another mitzvah.  We 

are supposed to recite the Shema every day, 

twice a day.  But, if you miss a day, it does not 

affect your performance of the mitzvah on 

subsequent days.  There seems to be something 

unique about the mitzvah of counting the Omer. 

What does this come to teach us?  

 Shavuot is the holiday of the giving of 

the Torah.  Every year on Shavuot, we, in a 

sense, receive the Torah anew.  The seven weeks 

can be viewed as preparation for receiving the 

Torah.  And what I think the mitzvah of Sefirat 

Haomer is teaching us is that consistency - doing 

mitzvot every day without fail - is an important 

part of keeping the Torah.  

 There is a discussion in the Talmud 

where various sages noted for their long lives 

were asked “what is the secret of your 

longevity?” One answers, “In all my days, no 

one ever arrived at the study hall before me.” 

Another answers, “I never got angry in my 

house.”  A third responds, “In all my days, I 

never walked in front of someone greater than 

me.”  Yet another maintains that his length of 

days was attributable to the fact that he never 

once missed saying Kiddush. 

 All of these answers are somewhat 

curious and one might wonder how they explain 

the respondent’s long life.  However, they all 

have one thing in common.  Each one of the 

sages says, “I always” or “I never.”  Meaning 

that they did whatever they did consistently, 

without missing a day.  This is precisely how we 

are supposed to do the counting of the Omer. 

 We should all commit ourselves to 

Jewish learning, to davening, or to doing kind 

acts for others.  But we should commit to doing 

them consistently, with regularity.  It is by doing 

a mitzvah every day that it becomes a part of us 

and can have the power to change us.  This 

explains why so many of the mitzvot are actions 

that need to be performed on a daily basis.  

Hearing the shofar once a year on Rosh 

Hashannah is dramatic.  It is even memorable 

because of its being unusual.  Certainly, the 

rituals of the Seder are memorable because of 

their unique qualities and the fact that we usually 

perform them while with family and friends.  I 

do not discount the significance of these once a 

year mitzvot.  But, saying the shema every day, 

davening every day, doing acts of kindness every 

day have a special power that comes from their 

repetition over and over again.   

I believe that it is these actions that we do every 

day that have the greatest effect on who we are, 

on what kind of people we become, on the 

quality of our life. 

  

Scammers attempting to be 

A Rabbi 
 

I have received email alerts that some 

unsavory characters are attempting to 

scam folks by pretending to be a Rabbi 

from a synagogue and making requests 

for gift cards. 

NO member of our congregation will 

ever receive a request from the 

synagogue or the Rabbis for solicitation 

of gift cards. 

     

            ~ LaDona Fishkin 
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From our President, LaDona Fishkin 
 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

I hope you have enjoyed the blessings of family 

and lots of matzah this Pesach. Sadly, on the last 

day of our celebration of reflection on redemption 

that we tell at this time of year, Jews have again 

been attacked in a place of worship. We feel the 

pain collectively and personally. Locally we will 

continue to work as a community to improve our 

safety at the synagogue/temple. 
 

I would like to wish a very happy Mother’s Day to 

the women in our community and a big Mazel Tov 

to any parents or grandparents of graduates this 

coming month.  
 

Am Yisrael Chai, 
 

~ LaDona Fishkin, President Agudas Achim 

 

 
Peoria Hebrew Day School News 

The PHDS students presented their STEAM family 

project for the month: make a dessert made out of 

kosher ingredients. I think this was the students’ 

favorite steam project as they all got to taste 

everyone’s dessert. Some of the desserts included 

cookies, cakes, pies, and even a popsicle.  The 

STEAM project for next month is making a kite 

that can actually fly.  The older kids will be 

making a 3D kite and the younger ones will be 

making basic kites.  We are hoping that on this day 

the weather will be nice to fly the kites. 

The students had a great time with a last two field 

trips.  The first field trip was to Owens’ center to 

ice skate.  I loved seeing the older students help out 

the younger ones skate.  Our last field trip was 

bowling.  The students had a fun time trying to 

beat each other’s scores.  Our next two field trips 

are going to a Chiefs’ Baseball game and going to 

Wildlife Prairie Park. 

 

 

 

Kiddush Fund Donations 
Honor of Judy and Dave Michelson on the birth 

of their great-granddaughter, Cassandra Lilly 

Blumberg 
Diane Blumberg 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved father, 

Joseph Ziv 
CHAI – Marilyn Propp 

 

 

 
 

Torah Fund Donations 

Memory of Anne Dennison 
Corinne Dennison 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

uncle, Maurice Block 
CHAI+ – Inette and Michael Gross 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

grandfather, great-grandfather and great-great 

grandfather, Louis Feldman, and our dear, 

beloved grandmother, great-grandmother and 

great-great-grandmother, Rose Feldman 

CHAI+ – The Rowe, Cohen and Shapiro families 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

father, Max Wiss 
CHAI – Barbara Lichter 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

grandmother, Molly Shulewitz 
CHAI – Barbara Lichter 

Memory of the yahrzeits of our dear, beloved 

parents, and grandparents, Norman and Anna 

Shulewitz 
2 X CHAI – Alan and Cindy Shulewitz and family 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

grandmother, Sarah Feldman 
CHAI – Bari and Steve Blumhof 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

grandmother, Ida Ulevitch 
CHAI – Bari and Steve Blumhof 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

mother, Betty Feldman 
CHAI – Bari and Steve Blumhof 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

mother, Ruth Ulevitch Lang 
3 X CHAI – Rabbi Shlomo and Karen Hochberg 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

father, Stanley Feinner 
CHAI+ – Elyse Perlen 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

grandfather, Sol Feinner 
CHAI+ – Elyse Perlen 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved great-

uncle, Sam Gavenda 
CHAI+ – Elyse Perlen 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
* May 25 is a 

makeup visit from 

January with 

Rabbi Arsers 

 

 

 

 

1 2 

Yom 

Hashoah 

3 

Candles @7:39 

4 
9 am service with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah  
5 

 

 

Rosh Chodesh 

6 

 

 

Rosh Chodesh 

7 

 

 

8 

Yom 

Hazikaron 

 

9 

Yom 

Ha’Atzma’ut 

 

10 

Candles @ 7:46 

11 

9 am service with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

12 

Mother’s Day 

 

13 

 

 

14 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

16 

 

17 

Candles @ 7:52 

 

 

18 

9 am service 

with P.H.D.S. 

Mixed seating 

19 

9:30 am Board 

Meeting 

20 

 

21 

 

 

22 

 

23 

 

Lag Ba’omer 

24 

Candles @7:59 

 

25* 

9 am service with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 

26 

 

27 

Memorial Day 

 

Office Closed 

28 

 

 

29 

 

 

30 

 

 

31 

 

Candles @8:05 

1 

9 am service with 

Rabbi Arsers 

Mechitzah 
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With much joy and gratitude to Hashem 

We invite you to join us 

As we celebrate the Bar mitzvah of our 

Dear son 
 

Noah Daniel Kravetz 
 

Saturday, September 22
nd

, 2018 

Congregation Agudas Achim 

5614 N. University Street 
 

Shacharit at 9 a.m. 

Torah Reading at 10 a.m. 

Kiddush luncheon to follow 
 

May 2018 


