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Candle Lighting Times 

 

May 

 

May 1 – 7:37 p.m. 

 

May 8 – 7:44 p.m. 

 

May 15 – 7:51 p.m. 

 

May 22 – 7:58 p.m. 

 

May 29 – 8:04 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candle Lighting Times 

 

June 

 

June 5 – 8:09 p.m. 

 

June 12 – 8:12 p.m. 

 

June 19 – 8:15 p.m. 

 

June 26 – 8:16 p.m. 

 

 
 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

Saturday, May 2 
Parsha: Archei Mot/Kedoshim 

 

Saturday, May 9 

Parsha: Emor 
 

Saturday, May 16 
Parsha: Behar-Bechukotal 

 

Saturday, May 23 
Parsha: Bamidbar 

 

Saturday, May 30 
Parsha: Shavuot 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

To Raquel and Jeff Huberman on the 

birth of their grandson, Avi Ezra 

Huberman.  Congratulations to the 

parents, Alena and Jacob Huberman. 

Jenny and Joel Schwartz on the 

graduation of their nephew, Brandon 

Welch, from Law School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

May 
Yona Lunken 

Donna Kaufman 

Grant Fishkin 

Ralph Fishman 

Joan Halperin 

Herbert Cohen 

Yos Fredman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 
Marcy and Michael Kennelly 

Dina and Yona Lunken 

Annette and Paul Small 
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From our Rabbi, Michael Arsers 
As we continue to stay at home in 

order to help combat the threat of a highly 

contagious virus, we should remember that 

the period in between Passover and Shavuot 

is a time of mourning in the Jewish calendar. 

There are forty-nine days – seven weeks – 

during which we count every day in 

anticipation of the giving of the Torah on the 

fiftieth day - Shavuot. This period of Sefirat 

HaOmer has become marked by various 

restrictions that are all connected with 

mourning. We do not have weddings or other 

celebrations during these days. The custom is 

to refrain from taking haircuts or listening to 

live music. (With the exception of listening 

to music, all these other restrictions are the 

law of the land this year.) 

 The explanation that is given for why 

this period between two holidays is a time of 

mourning is that the twenty-four thousand 

students of Rabbi Akiba died during this 

time. They were punished for a lack of 

respect that they showed toward each other. 

It is important to note that after this 

enormous tragedy, Rabbi Akiba did not 

despair. He began again with a new group of 

students who became the most prominent 

rabbis of their time. It was these scholars 

who continued the process of transmitting the 

Oral Torah.  

 Shavuot is the festival that 

commemorates the giving of the Torah – 

both the Written and Oral Torah. It needs to 

be pointed out that the Torah itself does not 

state that Shavuot was the time of the 

revelation. It is left to the rabbis and the Oral 

Torah to make this connection. What is even 

more significant is that the date of Shavuot is 

not stated explicitly in the Torah, unlike 

other holidays. The date is determined by it 

being fifty days after Passover. We have to 

count the forty-nine days in order to know 

when it is Shavuot. However, there is a 

problem. The verse in the Torah that 

institutes this practice is not clear in its 

meaning. Some thought that the counting did 

not start on Passover itself, but on the closest 

Shabbat. Depending on when you start 

counting the forty-nine days, you end up on a 

different day for commemorating the giving 

of the Torah. How do we know when to start 

the counting? The answer lies in the Oral 

Torah and the interpretation of the biblical 

verse by the rabbis. Therefore, the 

observance of the holiday which celebrates 

the giving of the Torah is completely 

dependent on the Oral Torah for determining 

its correct date. 

 This same situation is true for just 

about everything in Judaism. How do we 

know when Shabbat begins and ends? How 

do we know to light Shabbat candles? How 

do we know anything about bar and bat 

mitzvah? How do we know about a ketubah 

or a get for Jewish marriages and divorces? 

How do we know to drink four cups of wine 

at the Seder?  

 This list could go on and on. The 

Written Torah is impossible to observe 

without its interpretation in the Oral Torah.  

 I want to give you a concrete way of 

observing the seven weeks leading up to 

Shavuot that emphasizes the centrality of the 

Oral Torah. It is customary to study Pirkei 

Avot during these weeks. This is the most 

popular and accessible section of the Oral 

Torah – it is a section of the Mishnah. You 

can find it in almost every Jewish prayer 

book. Read one chapter each week until 

Shavuot. This work is filled with wisdom and 

insight. It is a work that requires serious 

thought. Studying this work is a great way to 

prepare for the holiday of the “giving of our 

Torah.” 
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From our President, LaDona Fishkin 
 

Dear Members and Friends of Agudas 

Achim, 

 

I hope this newsletter finds you well. May 1, 

2020 will mark 48 days of quarantine for us 

in Peoria and the 7th Shabbat the Synagogue 

has been closed.   

 

Regrettably, we will be extending our closure 

until the end of May. While the threat is less 

here in Central Illinois, the threat remains. 

Human life is the highest value we have and 

if that means to remain closed for everyone’s 

personal safety, we will.  There will most 

likely be some changes too. We will have 

some new policies that will be sent via email 

and snail mail before we return to gathering 

at the Synagogue.  

 

On a good note, I hope you have kept in 

mind the counting of the Omer, enjoyed 

checking out the Agudas Achim website with 

drashes from Rabbi Arsers and enjoyed 

receiving a call or calling friends and family. 

Also, we are OPEN for business, perhaps not 

physically in the building, but Gladys works 

everyday from home. 

 

I do not have a date, but at this time the 

Executive Board and I have decided to move 

the Annual Meeting until August-September, 

some time before the High Holidays. We 

continue to work, although slowly, on items 

for the Agenda. We have asked Rabbi Arsers 

and Larry Gornish to return for the High 

Holidays but more discussions will need to 

take place as we see how social distancing 

and other policies evolve. 

 

To my knowledge, our community remains 

safe and healthy. I have been on many 

conference calls with Temple, Federation and 

Chabad. Sadly, some people in our 

community have had relatives and friends 

outside of Peoria that have been ill with the 

virus and some have died. Our prayers for 

healing for these families. I would also like 

to thank the people in our community that are 

first line responders and the personal risk 

they have taken to keep us safe.  Also thank 

you to everyone who continues to support 

our economy by working at home. Finally, 

thank you to the people who made the 

sacrifice to quarantine. It’s not fun, maybe 

some feel it wasn’t necessary, but if when 

this is past we can say we all are healthy, 

then it was worthwhile.  

 

Please do not hesitate to call Gladys or me at 

anytime of day.  

 

Shalom,  

LaDona W Fishkin, President Agudas Achim 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freyda Fredman Hospitality Fund 

Honor of Diane and Ed Kach on the birth of their 

granddaughter, Audrey Frances Kach 

Doris Shasha 

CHAI – Betty Congress 

 

 

 

General Fund Donations 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, and grandfather, Walter Wolff 

3 X CHAI – Howard and Sue Wolff and family 
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Kiddush Fund Donations 
In appreciation of all the visitors, phone calls, 

and well-wishers during my recovery 

CHAI – Sanford Gordon 

Honor of Diane and Ed Kach on the birth of their 

granddaughter, Audrey Frances Kach 

Debbie and Harry Morgenstern 

Sharon Season 

Memory of Shirley Rochman 

Debbie and Harry Morgenstern 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

father, Joseph Ziv 

CHAI – Marilyn Propp  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Torah Fund Donations 
Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

grandmother, Molly Shulewitz 

CHAI – Barbara Lichter 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved uncle, 

Norman Shulewitz 

CHAI – Barbara Lichter 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved aunt, 

Anna Shulewitz 

CHAI – Barbara Lichter 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

parents, and grandparents, Norman and Anna 

Shulewitz 

2 X CHAI+ – Barbara Lichter 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

grandmother, Sarah Feldman 

Bari and Steve Blumhof 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

mother, Betty Feldman 

Bari and Steve Blumhof 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

grandmother, Ida Ulevitch 

Bari and Steve Blumhof 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved great-

uncle, Sam Gavenda 

Elyse Perlen 
Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved great-

uncle, Sam Gavenda 

Elyse Perlen 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

grandfather, Sol Feinner 

Elyse Perlen  

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

father, Stanley Feinner 

CHAI+ – Elyse Perlen 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother, 

Elisabeth Buksz 

CHAI – Corinne Dennison; The Dennison, Cooley 

and Sowers families 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, grandfather, and great-grandfather, 

Eugene Buksz 

CHAI – Corinne Dennison; The Dennison, Cooley 

and Sowers families 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

husband, father, and grandfather, Larry Reiser 

6 X CHAI+ – Trude Reiser and family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charity Fund Donations 
Honor of Jenny and Joel Schwartz on the 

graduation of their nephew, Brandon Welch, 

from Law School 

Joan and Tom Halperin 

Honor of the recovery of Jeff Huberman 

Marcy and Michael Kennelly 

Honor of Diane and Ed Kach, and Anne and 

Asher Kach, on the birth of their 

granddaughter/daughter, Audrey Frances Kach 

CHAI+ – Marcy and Michael Kennelly 

Honor of Raquel and Jeff Huberman, and Alena 

and Jacob Huberma, on the birth of their 

grandson/son, Avi Ezra Huberman 

CHAI+ – Marcy and Michael Kennelly 
 

 

March 9
th

, 2020 
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Correction to Previous month of April 2020 – all Shabbat services were cancelled in the chapel due 

to COVID precautions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
Candles @ 7:37 

2 
Parsha: Achrei 

Mot/Kedoshim 
3 

 

 

4 

 

 

5 

 

6 7 8 

Candles @ 7:44 

 

9 

Parsha: Emor   

10 

Mother’s Day 

11 12 

Lag 

Ba’Omer 

13 

 

14 

 

 

15 

Candles @ 7:51 

 

16 

Parsha: Behar-

Bechukotai 

17 

9:30 am 

A.A. Bd. Mtg. 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

 

 

 

22 

Candles @7:58 

Yom Yerushalayim 

23 

9 am service with 

Parsha: Bamidbar   

24 

Rosh Chodesh 

___________ 

31 

25 

Memorial 

Day 

Office Closed 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

Erev 

Shavuot 

29 

Candles @8:04 

Shavuot 

Office Closed 

 30 

9 am service 

Parsha: Shavuot 
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With much joy and gratitude to Hashem 

We invite you to join us 

As we celebrate the Bar mitzvah of our 

Dear son 
 

Noah Daniel Kravetz 
 

Saturday, September 22
nd

, 2018 

Congregation Agudas Achim 

5614 N. University Street 
 

Shacharit at 9 a.m. 

Torah Reading at 10 a.m. 

Kiddush luncheon to follow 
 

May 


