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Candle Lighting Times 

 

July 

 

July 3 – 8:15 p.m. 

 

July 10 – 8:13 p.m. 

 

July 17 – 8:09 p.m. 

 

July 24 – 8:03 p.m. 

 

July 31 – 7:56 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candle Lighting Times 

 

August 

 

August 7 – 7:48 p.m. 

 

August 14 – 7:39 p.m. 

 

August 21 – 7:09 p.m. 

 

August 28 – 7:18 p.m. 

 

July 31 – 7:56 p.m. 

 
 

 

From our President,  

LaDona Fishkin 
Dear Members and Friends of Agudas 

Achim, 

 

Let me begin with good news. The work 

to replace the vandalized windows has 

been completed. The downstairs where 

the day school meets was completed 

mid-June and the upstairs was 

completed the last week in June. While 

the kosher kitchen will not be used for 

some time, we have started the process 

of cleaning every inch of the kitchen for 

future use and safety. 
 

In Judaism and at Agudas Achim, we 

hold human life and safety first. I have 

been in numerous meetings with the 

Temple on creating policy for reopening 

of the building. We have been fortunate 

to have access to State of Illinois 

Policies for Religious Buildings, SCN 

(Secure Community Network), 

Community Medical Plans, policies 

from the Orthodox Union to the URJ, 

and the consultation from numerous 

Rabbis and Torah Scholars to aid us in 

creating safe and workable policies for 

our return to the building for our 

worship services.  

  (Continue on page 3) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

July 
Ben Dolin 

Betty Congress 

Leonard Kaufman 

Jennifer Kravetz 

Adira Lunken 

Irene Pritzker 

Daniel Nathan 

Linda Heller 

 

Calendar of Events 
Saturday, July 4 

Parsha: Chukat-Balak 
 

Thursday, July 9 
Fast of Tammuz 

 

Saturday, July 11 

Parsha: Pinchas 
 

Saturday, July 18 
Parsha: Matot-Masei 

 

Sunday, July 19 
10 a.m. – Board meeting 

 

Saturday, July 25 
Parsha: Devarim 
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From our Rabbi, Michael Arsers 

These are very stressful times.  One of 

the best ways to relieve stress is through 

humor.  As we all know, Jews have contributed 

to American humor in prodigious ways.  From 

the Marx Brothers to Mel Brooks to Billy 

Crystal, the list of Jewish comedians is a 

veritable Hall of Fame of American comedy. 

           During this period of spending a lot of 

time at home, I am sure that many of us have 

been watching a fair number, perhaps even a 

lot, of movies.  I am particularly a fan of old 

movies. I have watched and rewatched the 

classic MGM musicals many times.  I cannot 

count how many times I have seen the Marx 

Brothers’ classic comedies.  The best one (and 

Groucho said this himself) is A Night at the 

Opera. 

           I recently watched again one of my 

favorite comedies, The Frisco Kid with Gene 

Wilder.  I am sure that most of you have seen 

this movie, but if you haven’t watched it 

recently, I would recommend seeing it again.  

Not only is it a very funny movie, but it 

conveys a positive message about Judaism. 

           Gene Wilder portrays a young yeshivah 

student from Poland who is sent to the United 

States to serve a congregation in San 

Francisco. The movie follows his adventures 

making his way from the east coast to San 

Francisco, all the time carrying with him a 

Torah scroll.  After being robbed and beaten, 

he finally teams up with a true western type 

character played by Harrison Ford who helps 

him make the trip to California. He also 

happens to be a bank robber. 

           Throughout the journey, the rabbi 

remains a faithful and observant Jew.  There 

are some questionable halachic details in the 

story.  For instance, while they are trying to get 

away from a posse chasing them, on the 

Sabbath, the rabbi refuses to ride his horse.  

His cowboy companion desperately urges him 

to just start riding which he refuses to do.  

However, he ends his Shabbat observance the 

moment the sun drops down below a mountain 

top.  As we know, Shabbat does not end 

exactly at sunset.  But this is a minor point.  

What is important is that the rabbi is presented 

as a moral person who brings his religious 

world view to the wild west where anything 

goes.  He could easily have abandoned his 

punctilious observance, but instead, even in the 

most dire circumstances, he refuses to 

compromise.  After being given his share of 

the loot from a bank robbery pulled off by his 

companion, he sends the money back to the 

bank.  Not only does he insist on a high 

standard of ethical behavior for himself in the 

face of peril, we also see that his religious faith 

gives him courage and confidence and he faces 

danger more bravely than his tough, gun-

slinging friend. In one of the most dramatic 

scenes, while he was trying to retrieve the 

Torah scroll which he had dropped, the two of 

them are captured by Indians.  His captors test 

his willingness to suffer for the sake of the 

Torah.  While his friend quakes with fear, the 

rabbi remains steadfast and serenely faces the 

challenge of being held over a fire as a price 

for getting back the Torah.  After this ordeal, 

there is a celebration in which the rabbi 

displays his openness and generosity of spirit 

to his former tormentors. 

           The fact that the rabbi brings ethical 

standards to the wild west, faces dangers 

courageously, and treats everyone he meets 

with kindness and respect, all the while 

carrying the Torah with him, is what makes 

this a great movie and not just a great comedy. 
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From our President, LaDona Fishkin 
(Continued) 

I wish to thank the committee of members of 

Anshai Emeth for their understanding of the 

importance for us to resume davening with a 

minyan, and Dr. David Nathan and Dr. Jeff 

Huberman for assisting me with reviewing these 

policies.  
 

At this point, I do not have the actual date that 

we will resume. The advice I have received, 

based on our population is to remember that this 

is not a race that we will continue to proceed 

cautiously. I can tell you that the cleaning and 

preparations for your safe return are happening 

on a daily basis. When we do announce the date 

for reopening, there will be policies we need our 

membership to support to help us assure the 

safety for all that worship at Agudas Achim and 

just like the State, we will have stages to our 

reopening. The safest place to hold services is 

outdoors, but in July heat our intention is to 

resume minyan inside with the luxury of air 

conditioning.  
 

There will be changes, and all members and 

friends will receive correspondence via email 

and USPS and phone calls with those changes. 

This is a time to consider the well-being of our 

fellow Jew.  
 

I have also formed a committee looking into the 

logistics of gathering for the High Holidays. I am 

optimistic that if we open slowly with safe 

policies, we will gather for the High Holidays. 

 

And finally, thank you to the board of Agudas 

Achim for continuing to meet (via zoom), 

discuss and plan for the future of our 

community. Thank you to Gladys for working 

remotely, and Rabbi Arsers who continues to call 

our members and prepares wonderful drashes on 

our website and sent in email every week. These 

are complicated times and we need to be 

supportive, caring and united for the good of 

everyone. 

 

Shalom, 

LaDona W Fishkin, President Agudas Achim 

 
 

 
 

Kiddush Fund Donations 
Honor of Diane and Ed Kach on the birth of their 

granddaughter, Audrey Frances Kach 

CHAI – Jennifer and Ben Dolin 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Torah Fund Donations 
Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, Julian Brown 

Myrna and Richard Cohen 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, Leonard Heller 

Annette and Jack Heller 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

grandfather, Israel Meyer Heller 

Annette and Jack Heller 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

grandmother, Flora Heller 

Annette and Jack Heller 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

mother, Zelda Heller 

Annette and Jack Heller 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved uncle, 

Max Wine 

CHAI+ – Leo Wine 

Memory of the yahrzeits of our dear, beloved 

parents, Walter and Dolores Griminger 

4 X CHAI – Stella and Larry Griminger 

In loving memory of Ben Schwartz 

CHAI – Joel Schwartz Families 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 
Candles @ 8:15 

4 
Parsha: Chukat-

Balak 
5 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 9 

Fast of 

Tammuz 

10 

Candles @ 8:13 

11 

Parsha: Pinchas  

12 

 

13 14 

 

15 

 

16 

 

 

17 

Candles @ 8:09 

 

18 

Parsha: Matot-

Masei 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

Rosh Chodesh 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

Candles @8:03 

25 

Parsha: Devarim   

26 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

Erev Tish’a 

B’Av 

30 

Tish’a B’Av 

31 

Candles @7:56 
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Parsha: 

Va’etchanan 

 

CONGREGATION 
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With much joy and gratitude to Hashem 

We invite you to join us 

As we celebrate the Bar mitzvah of our 

Dear son 
 

Noah Daniel Kravetz 
 

Saturday, September 22
nd

, 2018 

Congregation Agudas Achim 

5614 N. University Street 
 

Shacharit at 9 a.m. 

Torah Reading at 10 a.m. 

Kiddush luncheon to follow 
 

July 


