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Candle Lighting Times 

 

February 

 

February 5 – 5:03 p.m. 

 

February 12 – 5:12 p.m. 

 

February 19 – 5:20 p.m. 

 

February 26 – 5:29 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candle Lighting Times 

 

March 

 

March 5 – 5:36 p.m. 

 

March 12 – 5:44 p.m. 

 

March 19 – 6:52 p.m. 

 

March 26 – 6:59 p.m. 

 

January 29 – 4:55 p.m. 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

Saturday, February 6 
10:30 a.m. – Service 

Parsha: Yitro 
 

Saturday, February 13 

10:30 a.m. – Service 

Parsha: Mishpatim 

 

Saturday, February 20 
10:30 a.m. – Service 

Parsha: Terumah 

 

Sunday, February 21 
TBD – AA Board Meeting 

 

Thursday, February 25 
6:45 p.m. – Ereve Purim 

Zoom Megillah Reading 

 

Friday, February 26 
9 a.m. – Purim 

Zoom Megillah Reading 

 

Saturday, February 27 
10:30 a.m. – Service 

Parsha: Tetzaveh 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

February 
Iris Decker 

Diane Kach 

Charlene Steinberg 

Ira Pritzker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 
Marie and Bruce Schindles 

Charlene and Charles Steinberg 

 

 

 

The Board of Directors and 

members of Congregation 

Agudas Achim wish to express 

their sympathy to 
The family of Naomi Fishman 
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From our Rabbi, Michael Arsers 
For several weeks we have been reading 

the second book of the Torah – Exodus.. Right at 

the beginning of this book, we notice a 

significant change.  In the Book of Genesis, the 

narrative was the story of one family.  Each 

Torah portion contained stories about Abraham, 

Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.  With the beginning of 

the Book of Exodus, we hear for the first time 

about the Jewish People.  And it is Pharaoh who 

first calls us a people. “Look, the Israelite people 

are much too numerous for us.  Let us deal 

shrewdly with them, so that they may not 

increase…” (Exodus 1:9) 

Perhaps it is significant that it is Pharaoh 

who calls us a people for the first time.   The 

Torah is hinting at the future of the Jewish 

People.  From the moment we became a people, 

we were perceived as a threat and persecuted as a 

consequence.  We became a people in Egypt. 

From our beginning, we were strangers in a 

strange land and it wasn’t long until we were 

enslaved there.  This has been the nature of 

Jewish history in every generation. 

The situation of Jews in America today is 

unlike any other generation of Jews.  We are free 

to practice our religion and have been almost 

totally free of any persecution.  Jews have been 

accepted into American society as no other 

Jewish community has ever been accepted.  The 

most significant danger we face is from our own 

indifference. 

When Moses sees the burning bush, he 

turns aside to look at it.  Before G-d calls to him 

from out of the bush and gives him his mission 

of going to Egypt to free the Jewish People, the 

last thing Moses says is to ask the question, 

“Why doesn’t the bush burn up?” I believe that 

there is a hidden meaning behind this question. 

What Moses is asking is “How is it that the 

Jewish People have survived throughout the 

ages?” At the very beginning of Jewish history, 

Moses foretells that we will witness the rise and 

fall of every great civilization.  We will be 

persecuted by all of them and yet we will survive 

while they disappear into the pages of history 

books. 

In our own time, as well, we have seen 

this same scenario play out. The Soviet Union 

was once a powerful empire. Khrushchev 

predicted that they would bury the United States.  

The Soviet Union persecuted the millions of 

Jews who lived there, arresting people who 

studied Hebrew or who requested to emigrate to 

Israel.  We have seen the demise of the Soviet 

Union and we have seen the exodus of hundreds 

of thousands of Jews from there to Israel and the 

United States.  Today, the Soviet Union is 

relegated to the history books, but the Jews from 

the former Soviet Union are playing a vital role 

in the scientific and cultural advances in their 

new countries. 

Does not Moses’ question at the burning 

bush speak to us today – Why doesn’t the bush 

burn up? How can we explain the survival of 

such a small people, faced with almost constant 

persecution? Frederick the Great is reported to 

have said, “If you want a proof for the existence 

of G-d, go and look at the Jews.”  Without belief 

in G-d, it is impossible to explain the continued 

existence of the Jewish People. 

It was at the burning bush, where Moses first 

encountered G-d, that he realized that all of 

Jewish history would be guided by the protection 

of G-d. It was this realization that gave Moses 

the courage to go to Pharaoh and demand, “Let 

my people go.” We, too, should gain courage 

from Jewish history. Let every one of us commit 

ourselves to playing a role in the future history 

of our people. We must preserve the unbroken 

chain which leads from Abraham down to our 

own time. Let us remember that even in a time 

such as ours, where we are free of persecution, 

we must remain steadfast in our belief that it is 

G-d who preserves us and guides us.  
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From our President, LaDona Fishkin 
Dear Members and Friends of Agudas Achim, 

 

Today as I write to you, the sun is shining and 

I’m feeling grateful that winter is three fourths 

done. While our trees are dormant here, our 

family in Israel are enjoying the benefits of 

winter rains with the flowering of trees. I also 

experienced the most amazing hope of spring 

today. I have winter foliage containers with 

evergreens, red branches and red berries. To my 

surprise I heard a cacophony of birds and when I 

went to the window, there were at least thirty 

big, fat robins on my tree, bushes and winter 

containers. They were taking turns swarming my 

winter foliage and consuming the red berries. 

This went on for about 30 minutes. What a 

party!!  I have never seen this many robins at this 

time of year. I wish someone with more 

knowledge than me could explain if these robins 

decided to winter here or if this is indeed an 

early sign to spring. 

 

February is going to be a wonderful month with 

the end of Shevat and beginning of Adar 

(remember, holidays are early this year). We are 

preparing for our first curbside SOUPER Bowl 

event, a sampling of three vegetarian soups for 

our membership with pickup on February 7. 

Hopefully this event will be repeated next year in 

person.  

 

Also, we have two inspiring events for Purim: 

First, Rabbi Arsers is doing virtual learning that 

started January 31 with Talmudic discussions on 

Tractate Megillah. You can also join in on 

February 14 and 21. Gladys will send out email 

reminders with Shabbat news and zoom 

connection. 

Second, our first ever ZOOOOM Puuuuurim! 

Larry Gornish has agreed to help us with the 

mitzvah of hearing the megillah twice for Purim. 

Ed Kach has offered to man the green/red light 

for participation. RSVP to the office 692-4848 

by February 17 if you would like to participate 

and receive mishloah manot on February 23. We 

are preparing boxes with everything you need for 

a fun event with a grogger, copy of reading and 

treats. More details are in the bulletin with the 

dates and times. 

 

And finally, I’m remembering that last year we 

had an amazing gathering of members for Purim. 

Our last big gathering before we began this in 

person distancing for safety during COVID. I am 

hopeful that we will soon begin to plan more 

regular opportunities to meet in person, but until 

then, remain safe, pick up the phone and call a 

friend (or me) and join us on zoom. If anyone 

might need transportation to an appointment for 

the vaccine, please call the Federation office at 

689-0063. 

 

Shalom, 

LaDona W Fishkin 

 

 

SOUPER Bowl 

Sunday, February 7, 2021 
 

RSVP February 1, 2021 

 

curbside pickup is Sunday, Feb 7, 2021 at noon 

 

 

 

Federation Help 
For anyone needing help with transportation for 

a baccine appointment, please call the Federation 

at 309-689-0063 
 

Mishloah Manot 
Please RSVP by February 17 to 692-4848 if 

you would like to attend virtual Megillah 

reading and receive mishloch manot with 

megillah, grogger and treats. 

Curbside pickup will be Tuesday  

Feb 23, 2021 from 2 to 4 p.m. 

and delivery is available upon request 
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From our Rabbi, Michael Arsers - 

Preparing for Purim 
 

Spend an hour on Sunday morning studying the 

Talmud 
 

Come and join Rabbi Arsers for an hour of 

Talmud study on Sunday mornings.   We will 

read and discuss selected texts from Tractate 

Megillah – the section of the Talmud that deals 

with the holiday of Purim.  This beginning level 

class will provide an introduction to the central 

work of rabbinic Judaism – the Babylonian 

Talmud.  We will read some halachic material 

and also look at the extensive commentary on the 

Scroll of Esther which is found in the Talmud. 
 

 

The class will meet on three Sundays prior to 

Purim; 

January 31, February 14, and February 21 at 

10:00 AM for an hour. 
 

 

Here is a link to the Soncino translation of the 

Talmud online: 

https://halakhah.com/pdf/moed/Megilah.pdf 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

ZOOOOM Puuuuurim!!!  

Join US!! 
Thursday, February 25, 2021 at 6:45 PM and  

Friday, Feb 26, 2021 at 9:00 AM. 

Larry Gornish will be reading the megillah this 

year and to observe social distancing for safety, 

he has agreed to do it on Zoom. You are 

welcome to invite friends or family to the zoom, 

just let us know so we know who will be on the 

zoom.  

Please sign up in advance by calling the office at 

692-4848 by February 17, so we can prepare 

Mishloah Manot for you to enjoy your evening. 

It will include a grogger and reading (these will 

need to be returned at a designated time) and 

other treats. Pick up will be Feb 23 at noon. If 

you need delivery or other accommodations, let 

Gladys know when you make your reservation 

and also how many people that will be receiving 

the mishloah manot. Dress up in your silliest 

attire and prepare to makes lots of noise.  PS. 

Please daven at home prior to readings. 

 

Peoria Hebrew Day School News 
PHDS students had a 

wonderful and fun start back 

after break. We went sledding 

and played in the snow at 

Delavan Park. Some of our 

students got to experience 

sledding for the first time, and 

it was a wonderful time for 

them.  

Our students are greatly enjoying our monthly 

STEAM days. One of their favorite activities is 

learning about circuits and even using kits to make 

their own circuits. The teachers love when we see 

the students get so excited about learning new 

things. The teachers are using the interest of the 

students to help guide what activities we plan for 

STEAM day each month.  

We have started a new positive behavior system 

were the students can earn “PHDS Bucks” for 

being caught showing great behavior. The students 

are very motivated to use their manners and to do 

also do mitzvahs for others. At PHDS, we are 

trying to grow the whole student, and not just focus 

on the academic part 

 

Zooooom Puuuuurim Simcha 
    Alcoholic Strawberry Lemonade: 1oz 

vodka, 8 oz lemonade, 1 TBSP frozen 

strawberries with juice.Blend with ice and 

garnish with a mint sprig. 

    Non alcohol Strawberry Lemonade: just 

omit the vodka and enjoy. 

https://halakhah.com/pdf/moed/Megilah.pdf
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Kiddush Fund Donations 
Memory of Naomi Fishman 

Debbie and Harry Morgenstern 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, grandfather, and great-grandfather, 

Bernard Season 

Sharon, Michele, Stefanie, and Hunter 

Memory of the yahrzeits of our dear, beloved 

parents, and grandparents, Joseph and Dora 

Kleiner 

7 X CHAI+ – Morris and Sally Kleiner and 

family 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, and grandfather, Alan Kalmis 

Gail ,Sanford,Mitchell, and Scott Gordon 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

brother, and uncle, Leon Gordon 

Gail ,Sanford,Mitchell, and Scott Gordon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Torah Fund Donations 

Memory of Naomi Fishman 

CHAI – Mary Lee and Louie Sirkin 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, 

beloved faher, Herchel Pritzker 

CHAI – Irene and Ira Pritzker 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, 

beloved mother, Beulah Pritzker 

CHAI – Irene and Ira Pritzker 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, 

beloved broher, Ed Pritzker 

CHAI – Irene and Ira Pritzker 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

grandfather, Abe Siegman 

CHAI+ – Randy Schuster 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother, Betty Schuster 

CHAI+ – Randy Schuster  

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

husband, and father, Boris Wine 

6 X CHAI – Mary Wine 

Leo Wine 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

grandmother, Ruth Feinner 

CHAI+ – Elyse Perlen 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

grandmother, Rhea Bork 

CHAI – Michael Bork 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freyda Fredman Hospitality Fund 

Memory of Naomi Fishman 

Doris Shasha 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charity Donations 
Memory of Naomi Fishmin 

Joan and Tom Halperin 

Memory of Beati Harris 

Joan and Tom Halperin 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wed. Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 
Candles @ 5:03 

 

6 
10:30 am – Service 

Parsha: Yitro 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

 

10 11 

 

 

12 

Candles @ 5:12 

 

Rosh Chodesh 

13 

10:30 am – Service 

Parsha: Mishpatim 

Rosh Chodesh 

14 

10 am – Rabbi 

Arsers Study 

 

15 

 

 

16 

 

 

17 

 

18 

 

 

19 

Candles @ 5:20 

 

20 

10:30 am – Service 

Parsha: Terumah 

21 

TBD – AA 

Board Mtg. 

10 am – Rabbi 

Arsers Study 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

Fast of Esther 

6:45 pm – Megillah 

Reading 

26 

9 am Megillah 

reading 

Candles @ 5:29 

Purim 

27 

10:30 am – Service 

Parsha: Tetzaveh 

28 1  

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

Candles @ 5:36 

 

6 

10:30 am – Service 

Parsha: Ki Tisa 
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