
          
CONGREGATION 

AGUDAS 

ACHIM NEWS 

Michael Arsers – Rabbi  LaDona Fishkin – President      Sheldon Katz - Executive Vice President Financial  

Linda Schwabacher – Treasurer         Edwin Kach – Secretary 

 

Candle Lighting Times 

 

March 

 

March 5 – 5:36 p.m. 

 

March 12 – 5:44 p.m. 

 

March 19 – 6:52 p.m. 

 

March 26 – 6:59 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candle Lighting Times 

 

April 

 

April 2 – 7:07 p.m. 

 

April 9 – 7:14 p.m. 

 

April 16 – 7:21 p.m. 

 

April 23 – 7:29 p.m. 

 

April 30  – 7:36 p.m. 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

Saturday, March 6 
10:30 a.m. – Service 

Parsha: Ki Tisa 

 

Sunday, March 7 
10 a.m. – Rabbi Arsers class 

3 p.m. – Agudas Achim Board meeting 

 

Saturday, March 13 

10:30 a.m. – Service 

Parsha: Vayakhel/Pekude 

 

Saturday, March 20 
10:30 a.m. – Service 

Parsha: Vayikra 

 

Sunday, March 21 
10 a.m. – Rabbi Arsers class 

 

Saturday, March 27 
10:30 a.m. – Service 

Parsha: Tzav 
 

 

 

The Board of Directors and members 

of Congregation Agudas Achim wish 

to express their sympathy to 
The family of Irving Weigensberg 

(Agudas Achim past President) 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

March 
Billy Doris 

Daniel Halperin 

Andy Kravetz 

Alan Galsky 

Marcia Inselberg 

Rebecca Kravetz 

Lewis Steinberg 

Marcy Kennelly 

Evelyn Harrison 
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Jenny and Andy Kravetz 

Tem and Larry Williams 
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From our Rabbi, Michael Arsers 
It is hard to believe how fast time flies. It 

was just around Purim last year that we began to 

feel the drastic effects of the Coronavirus 

pandemic.  Already last year, there were readings 

of the Megillah over Zoom.  And here we are again 

celebrating Purim and hearing the Megillah on 

Zoom.  We should be thankful for the miracles that 

modern technology has given us.  Pnina and I, like 

many of you, have been able to keep in contact 

with our children and grandchildren by means of 

video calls.  We have seen our newest grand-

daughter learn to sit up and crawl on our 

smartphones.  We have played hide and seek with 

our older grand-daughter using the smartphone.  

This year would have been much worse without 

these devices. 

I remember the first time I went to Israel 

for a year, when I was a junior in college.  Keeping 

in touch with my parents was a major challenge.  

Long distance phone calls were very expensive and 

I had to find a public telephone from which I could 

make the call.  Of course, it required an operator to 

make an international call. I used to talk to them 

once a month.  I also had another way of staying in 

touch with them and keeping them informed about 

my experiences.  I had a portable cassette player 

which I used to make tapes that I would mail 

home. I recorded a kind of travelogue describing to 

them the places I had visited.  And then, of course, 

there was photography.  When I got home from my 

year abroad, I treated them to hours of viewing 

slides of all the locations I had seen and all the 

people I had met.  That was all great. 

The technologies of public telephones, 

cassette tapes, and photographic slides seem quaint 

today. Certainly, they were better than what was 

available to previous generations of travelers. But 

getting through this year of pandemic has been 

facilitated to a great extent by the easy access we 

have to modern technology. 

Of course, the use of computers and 

smartphones on Shabbos and Jewish holidays does 

present special difficulties.  However, their use on 

a holiday like Purim in order to make it possible 

for our members to hear the Megillah reading is 

something we should and are making use of. 

The question of whether we should 

continue to make use of these devices after it is 

safe to return to in-person services is a real 

question.  Certainly, I think we should consider 

continuing to make things like the Megillah 

reading available over Zoom for people who are 

shut-in.  There’s no reason why we shouldn’t. 

However, I do think it would be a mistake for us to 

substitute a Zoom experience for Purim services at 

the synagogue.  One of the reasons we have a 

synagogue and communal services is so that we 

can be together.  There is a great need for social 

interaction (which we have all realized this year.)  

It has always been possible to daven alone.  So 

why do we take the trouble to go to shul? Because 

I don’t want to just daven or hear the Megillah, I 

want to be with a Jewish community and feel part 

of something larger than myself.  I want to connect 

and feel the presence of other people even during 

the private moments of prayer.  Notice how the 

Jewish service is constructed.  We have a private 

prayer (the silent Amidah) and then it is repeated 

out loud by a leader as a communal prayer.  One 

does not need a minyan to read the Megillah, but it 

is preferred.  It is better to celebrate a joyous 

holiday surrounded by other people. 

So, thank G-d for technology! Thanks to 

Zoom we will fulfill the mitzvah of hearing the 

Megillah read this year.  But let us look forward to 

being able to return to the familiar company of our 

fellow congregants. 
 

 

 

Why Is This Night Different? 
Join Rabbi Arsers on Zoom for a two-part 

discussion of the Passover Seder based on the 

Talmud. We will be reading from the sections 

in Tractate Pesachim that describe the rituals 

of the Passover Seder. 

The text of the Talmud will be provided. It 

would be helpful to have a copy  

of the Haggadah to refer to. 

Join us on Zoom,  

March 7 and 21 at 10:00 AM.  

If you don’t get the zoom link,  

please call the office. 
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From our President, LaDona Fishkin 
Dear Members and Friends, 

A year ago, pre Covid for Purim, we had 

30 people join us for our last community event at 

the synagogue. This year for Purim we made the 

decision to connect with community for the 

reading of the Megillah on Zoom. A big Yasher 

Koach to Larry Gornish for accepting to set-up 

and learn how to use the Zoom format, with the 

assistance of his son. He worked with Ed Kach 

and I for a month as we ‘tweaked’ the lighting, 

sound, etc. Thank you to Harry Morgenstern for 

joining us and offering to act as gabbai and 

helping us with community responses, and to Ed 

Kach for building up the fun with the red/green 

light. We had 30 people in attendance on Erev 

Purim from California, Panama, Chicago, St. 

Louis, Spring Valley, Putnam and Peoria. Rabbi 

Arsers wins the prize for his big chicken 

costume. On Shushan Purim, we had 17 adults 

participating with the students from the Peoria 

Hebrew Day School. It felt so wonderful to see 

faces we haven’t seen for a year. We also 

received a warm Chag Purim Sameach from 

Rabbi Stein and Ellen in Israel. 

Diane Kach is a person who prefers to 

remain behind the scenes, so I hope she will 

forgive me when I use this public format to 

thank her. She has been my rock on helping to 

keep the community connected through meal 

gifts from the Kosher kitchen. The Souper Bowl 

Event was a big task, but she has the most 

amazing attitude of ‘no problem’. We prepared 

40 meals for the Soup Event. She was also very 

instrumental in helping me prepare Mishloach 

Manot boxes for Purim and cooking for the 

Seniors with the Federation program. Also, thank 

you to the members of the community that 

helped with some deliveries, but especially to 

those of you who were willing to “drive by”. 

In addition, we had three wonderful 

sessions on zoom with Rabbi Arsers with 

preparation for Purim looking at details from the 

Talmud. We will have two more sessions with 

Rabbi for Pesach. I hope you will consider 

joining. 

We continue to monitor our community 

for public safety and it’s exciting to hear how 

many are getting vaccinated. Masking, hand 

washing and temperature taking will probably 

remain through 2021 but the comfort in knowing 

that many are vaccinated will hopefully bring us 

more opportunity to gather. The social hall 

remains set-up for social distancing services and 

I am looking forward to meeting for shabbat and 

and other lifecycle events.  

 

Shalom 

~ LaDona, President Agudas Achim 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Peoria Hebrew Day School News 
Peoria Hebrew Day School celebrated 

Presidents’ Day by having students present each 

of our 46 Presidents. Students were given a 

certain amount of Presidents to learn about based 

on their grades.  Then the students used different 

ways to present each of their Presidents.  It was 

great to see the younger students present their 

work to the older students.  Every student and 

even the teachers learned brand new information 

about US Presidents. Usually students only learn 

about a few Presidents so it was nice for 

everyone to hear about every President. 

Right now we are learning about African 

American History.  The students are learning 

about how African Americans were treated 

terribly.  The kids were able to draw a 

connection from their knowledge about how 

Jews were treated in Germany.  The teachers 

explained the importance about learning about 

the past so we never repeat it in the future. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

 

Tuesday, March 9, 2021 

2:30-4:30 pm 

 
Please put a piece of paper with your 

family name on it and 

return the megillah and grogger to the 

box outside the front 

doors of the Synagogue building. 

Thank you! 
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Kiddush Fund Donations 
Honor of Marie and Bruce Schindles’ wedding 

anniversary 

CHAI – Marcy and Michael Kennelly 

In appreciation of “soup-per-Bowl soups” 

prepared by Congregation Agudas Achim 

members 

Paul and Annette Small 

In appreciation of Congregation Agudas Achim 

for Purim Shalach Manot 

Beth Weinberg-Gordon and Alan Gordon 

CHAI – Helen and Bruce 

Memory of Stephen G. Katz 

3 X CHAI – Kathy Lefco 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

friend, Ed Pritzker 

CHAI+ – Marie and Bruce Schindles 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

friend, Zang Freed 

CHAI+ – Marie and Bruce Schindles 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, father, 

zaddy, and grandzaddy, Jack Ruvinsky 

The Williams and Klapperich family 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

friend, Leon Gordon 

3 X CHAI – Harvey and Ina Checkman 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

friend, Norman Schwabacher 

3 X CHAI – Harvey and Ina Checkman 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother, Dorothy Lefco Harris 

17 X CHAI – Kathy Lefco 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

parents, Leah and Joseph Nathan 

2 X CHAI – Jumna and Norman Nathan 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

husband, Roy Propp 

CHAI – Marilyn Propp 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

parents, Leonard and Naom Favus 

2 X CHAI+ – Phyllis Favus Sadoff 
 

 

Freyda Fredman Hospitality Fund 

In loving memory of my mother, Rose Royack 

Steinberg 

CHAI – Marilyn Propp 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, Maurice Steinberg 

5 X CHAI+ – Charlene and Charles Steinberg  
 

 
 

Charity Donations 
Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, grandfather,  and great-grandfather, 

Zangwill H. Freed 

CHAI+ – Marcy and Michael Kennelly; 

Matthew, Lindsey, and Iila; Scott, Leah, David, 

and Caroline 

 

 

 

 

 

Torah Fund Donations 
Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, 

beloved grandfaher, Oscar Finkelstein 

Myrna and Richard Cohen 

Debbie and Lester Liby 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, 

beloved mother, Sophie Bloomfield 

CHAI – Ursula and Charles Moses 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, 

beloved husband, Michael Lev 

CHAI – Marsha Lev 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother-in-law, Evelyn Lev 

CHAI – Marsha Lev 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

father-in-law, Julius Propp 

CHAI – Marilyn Propp  

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

cousin, Norman Schwabacher 

2 X CHAI+ – Sue and Howard Wolff 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

cousin, Mark Oxenfeldt 

CHAI – Marcia and Carl Inselberg and family  

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, Edward Feldman 

CHAI – Bari and Steve Blumhof  

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother, Hanna Cohen 

CHAI – Delores Schonbrun 
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PESACH 

The festival of Passover occurs this year on Sunday, March 28, and 

continues through Sunday, April 4. 

First and second Seders are held in the home on Saturday, and Sunday 

night, March 27 and 28. 
 

THE SEDER 

The very first SEDER eaten by our ancestors the night of their departure 

from Egypt was a family feast.  So for hundreds of years on the first and 

second Passover nights, after the men return from the synagogue services, 

families gather around the large and inviting table to rejoice together in Israel’s redemption.  Particularly 

we should encourage the youngsters to stay up for the SEDER, despite the late hour so that they not only 

witness, but also fully participate in the ritual. 
 

SEDER means order.  The festival gathering, therefore, although unrestrained in joy and thanksgiving, 

follows a set procedure.  Everything centers around the HAGGADAH, the story, the dramatic tale of the 

miraculous deliverance of Israel.  Because of the hardships which the children of Israel were forced to 

undergo in Egypt, and the exodus from Egypt culminating in the miracle of the Red Sea, we recite the tale 

and link it with the ceremonies of the SEDER. 
 

FAST OF THE FIRST BORN 

Because the first born of the Israelites were spared when the Egyptians were smitten with the tenth 

plague, all first born Jewish males fast on Erev Pesach until the SEDER.  This is called “Ta’anit 

B’Chorim.”  If, however, one attends a “Seudat Mitzvah,” (a feast that accompanies the performance of a 

religious duty), one is not required to fast. 
 

MECHIRAT CHAMETZ 

The sale of Chametz is an important law, the observance of which is necessary for the maintenance of the Kashruth 

of the Jewish home.  Chametz that is retained over the Passover holidays may not be used after the holiday period, 

unless it was previously sold through the procedure prescribed by Jewish law.  Our law provides for the legal sale 

of Chametz to a non-Jew, with the rabbi generally acting as agent.  For those who are unable to come in the 

synagogue personally, the form may be used and mailed to the synagogue office.  It must be received no later than 

March 12, 2021 . Mail the enclosed form to: 
 

    Congregation Agudas Achim 

    5614 North University Street 

    Peoria, IL  61614-4157 

    Or email it to congaa@sbcglobal.net 

    Or Call Gladys at (309) 692-4848 

   

The ritual for searching for Chametz in the home should be conducted on 

Thursday night, March 25
th

, after 7:45p.m. 
 

THE LATEST TIME FOR EATING CHAMETZ IS 10:55 AM, ON SATURDAY, MARCH 27
th

 . 

 

MATZAH FUND (MAOT HITTIM) 

Donations to the Matzah fund are being accepted at the synagogue 

office.  Please make your check payable to the Agudas Achim 

Charity Fund. 

Thank you for your support! 
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I, the undersigned, empower Rabbi Sholem Fishbane to act in my place and/or to appoint 

an agent on my behalf, to sell all chametz – as defined by Torah/Biblical and Rabbinic  

Jewish Law – and all products containing even the smallest percentage of chametz, which 

are owned by the individual or company listed below, and to lease all places where the 

aforementioned items may be found. 

 

 

 

Address: Home _______________________________  

 

 

  City ________________  State ______ Zip __________ 

 

 

 

 

Business ______________________________  

 

 

  City ________________  State ______ Zip __________ 

 

 

 

To this I do hereby affix my signature on this _____ day of ___________ 2016 

 

 

 

 

____________________________   ____________________________ 

Name – Please Print     Your Signature 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wed. Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 
Candles @ 5:36 

 

6 
10:30 am – Service 

Parsha: Ki Tisa 

7 

10 am – Rabbi 

Arsers class 

3 pm – A.A. Bd.    

       Mtg. 

8 

 

9 

 

10 11 

 

 

12 

Candles @ 5:44 

 

13 

10:30 am – Service 

Parsha: 

Vayakhel/Pekudah 

14 

Daylight Saving 

Time 

Rosh Chodesh 

15 

 

 

16 

 

 

17 

 

18 

 

 

19 

Candles @ 6:52 

 

20 

10:30 am – Service 

Parsha: Vayikra 

21 

10 am – Rabbi 

Arsers class 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

Search for 

Chametz after 

7:45 

26 

Candles @ 6:59 

 

27 

10:30 am – Service 

Parsha: Tzav 

Candles after 6:59 

28 

Passover 

Candles after 8 

29  

Passover 

Office 

Closed 

30 

 

31 

 

1 

 

2 

Candles @ 7:07 

Office Closed 

3 

10:30 am – Service 

Passover 

Candles after 8:07 
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