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Candle Lighting Times 

 

April 

 

April 2 – 7:07 p.m. 

 

April 9 – 7:14 p.m. 

 

April 16 – 7:21 p.m. 

 

April 23 – 7:29 p.m. 

 

April 30  – 7:36 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candle Lighting Times 

 

May 

 

May 7 – 7:43 p.m. 

 

May 14 – 7:50 p.m. 

 

May 21 – 7:57 p.m. 

 

May 28 – 8:03 p.m. 

 

April 30  – 7:36 p.m. 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

Saturday, April 3 
10:30 a.m. – Service 

Parsha: Passover 

 

Saturday, April 10 

10:30 a.m. – Service 

Parsha: Shemini 

 

Sunday, April 11 
10 a.m. – Agudas Achim Board meeting 

 

Saturday, Aprl 17 
10:30 a.m. – Service 

Parsha: Tazria-Metzora 

 

Sunday, April 24 
10:30 a.m. – Service 

Parsha: Achrie Mot/Kedoshim 
 

 

 

 

 

Speedy Recovery To: 
Herbert Cohen 
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Ed Kach 

Charles Steinberg 

Rena Olenick 

Judy Michelson 

Shanta Nathan 

Jeff Huberman 

LaDona Fishkin 

Evelyn Vogel 

Sharon Stein 

Dan Steinberg 

 

 

 
 

Debbie and Harry Morgenstern 

on the birth of their grandson,  

Leo Ethan Kamenear.  

Congratulations to the parents, 

Heather and Jon Kamenear 
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From our Rabbi, Michael Arsers 
This article was previously printed in the 

Synagogue Bulletin. I repeat it here because I 

originally heard the core of this derasha from 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks (z”l) who passed away 

this year. Its message is always relevant. 

 

 

We have recently concluded the 

reading of the Book of Exodus in the weekly 

Torah portions.  As we read these portions, 

we are, of course, presented with the 

towering figure of Moses who is, one might 

say, the hero of the story.  Having just 

experienced the Seders, we know that in the 

Passover Haggadah Moses is excluded from 

the narrative in order to emphasize that G-d 

took us out of Egypt, not an agent or angel. 

 

However, there is another way of 

looking at the story.  There are six women 

who are the heroes of the Exodus; Yocheved, 

Miriam, Shifrah, Puah, Zipporah, and 

Pharaoh’s daughter. Who are these women? 

 

Yocheved is the mother of Moses. 

Without her, there is no Moses. Miriam is the 

sister of Moses and Aaron and she plays an 

important leadership role during the 

wilderness period.  It is due to her merit that 

the Israelites had a supply of water with them 

– Miriam’s Well.  She also was instrumental 

in saving the life of the infant Moses.  

Shifrah and Puah were the midwives who 

refused to obey Pharaoh’s decree and did not 

kill the male Israelites.  Without them, the 

Exodus would never had taken place. 

Zipporah was the wife of Moses who saved 

his life on the way back from Midian to 

Egypt.  And Pharaoh’s daughter famously 

rescued Moses, taking him out of the water 

and raising him as her own child. 

There is yet another significant fact to 

mention in connection with these six women 

who played such central roles in the story of 

the Exodus.  At least two of them, and 

perhaps four, were not Jewish.  Zipporah was 

the daughter of Jethro, a Midianite priest who 

later converted to Judaism. Obviously, 

Pharaoh’s daughter was not Jewish.  In fact, 

she was the daughter of the evil king who 

tried to kill the Israelite male children and 

who had enslaved the Jews in the first place.  

Concerning Shifrah and Puah there are 

differing opinions.  There is a well-

known midrash that claims that they were in 

reality Yocheved and Miriam.  If that is the 

case, they were indeed Jewish (and, by the 

way, there were only four women.)  Other 

commentators maintain that they were 

Egyptian mid-wives.  If this is so, then four 

of the six women were not Jewish. 

 

It is important to note the following. 

What was the name of Pharaoh’s daughter? It 

is not stated in the Book of Exodus, however, 

elsewhere in the Bible, in Chronicles, there is 

a daughter of Pharaoh who is called Bit yah, 

which means “daughter of G-d.” Isn’t it 

ironic that the daughter of the wicked 

Pharaoh who is persecuting the Jewish 

People is named the daughter of G-d? To 

enhance the force of this irony, there is 

a midrash that portrays G-d speaking with 

Pharaoh’s daughter and He says to her, 

“Because you took in this child and raised 

him as your own, so I will take you as My 

daughter.” 

I believe that what we learn from 

these interpretations of the narrative is the 

universality of the message of the Exodus.  

The redemption of Israel would not have 

been possible without the central role played 

by these women and these non-Jews.  The 

message of the Exodus, the message of 

redemption and of G-d’s rulership of the 

whole world, was intended not just for Jews, 

but for all of humanity. 
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Let’s Study Talmud 
  

Join Rabbi Arsers for three sessions of 

Talmud study April 18, May 2, May 

16. 

All sessions are on Zoom at 10:00 AM. 

  

In preparation for Lag BaOmer – the 

33
rd

 day of the counting of the Omer - 

we will learn about Rabbi Shimon Bar 

Yochai, who, according to tradition, 

revealed the Zohar – the great work of 

Jewish mysticism.  It is believed that 

his yahrzeit is on Lag BaOmer and his 

grave site in northern Israel is visited 

by hundreds of thousands of Jews on 

this date. We will examine one of the 

most famous stories about the life of 

this great rabbinic figure from the 

Talmud.  

  

In preparation for Shavuot - the 

holiday of the Giving of the Torah - we 

will study the laws of the reading of 

the Torah that are found in Tractate 

Megillah in the Talmud. 

 

 

 

 

Peoria Hebrew Day School News 
Peoria Hebrew Day School is excited that 

we will be having our first Science Fair 

this year.  Every student is working on 

their own project.  They will be 

presenting their science fair project right 

before Passover break.  Some of the ideas 

the students have come up with are 

finding out if animals are right-pawed or 

left-pawed, discovering how fast ice can 

melt based on their shape, and at what 

rate do different liquids melt based on 

combining with salt.  

 

We have some amazing artist here at 

PHDS.  The older students designed 

portraits of themselves and gave them 

colorful as well as interesting designs.  

The younger students made friendly 

melting snowmen.  The students are now 

learning about Van Gogh and are drawing 

with oil pastels to make a basket with 

fruit in it.  

 

We are excited for the nice weather that 

should be coming soon. All the kids want 

to be outside learning while enjoying the 

sun.  Please call the school to get your 

children enrolled for the 2021-2022 

school year.  
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Kiddush Fund Donations 
Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, grandfather, and great-grandfather, Roy 

Propp 

2 X CHAI – Sharon and Mike Stein and family 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

dad, poppy, husband, and grand-poppy, Zang 

Freed 

CHAI+ – Craig, Joan Freed Kuchel and family 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

father, Earl Axelrod 

CHAI+ – Gary Axelrod 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Torah Fund Donations 
In appreciation of Chazan Larry Gornish for 

his memorable Megillah reading 

Paul and Annette Small 

Honor of Heather and Jon Kamenear on the 

birth of their son, Leo Ehan Kamenear 

Debbie and Harry Morgenstern 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, 

beloved uncle, Maurice Block 

CHAI+ – Inette and Michael Gross 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, 

beloved father, Solomon J. Cohen 

CHAI – Delores Schonbrun 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, 

beloved parents, Norman and Anna Shulewitz 

2 X CHAI+ – Alan and Cindy Shulewitz 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

husband, Emmanuel Kaplan 

CHAI+ – Bella Kaplan  

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother-in-law, Molly Kaplan 

CHAI+ – Bella Kaplan 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

father, Harry Gaffin 

CHAI+ – Bella Kaplan  

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

grandmother, Sarah Feldman 

CHAI – Bari and Steve Blumhof  

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

grandmother, Ida Ulevitch 

CHAI – Bari and Steve Blumhof  

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

mother, Betty Feldman 

CHAI – Bari and Steve Blumhof  

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

father, Stanley Feinner 

2 X CHAI+ – Elyse Perlen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freyda Fredman Hospitality Fund 

Honor of Debbie and Harry Morgenstern on 

the birth of their grandson, Leo Ehan 

Kamenear 

CHAI – Diane and Ed Kach 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, Ronald Rosen 

2 X CHAI – Diane and Ed Kach 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charity Fund Donations 
Memory of Susie Favus Neft 

CHAI+ – The Freed sisters (Maris, Susan, Joan, 

and Marcy) and families 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wed. Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 
Candles @ 7:07 

 

Office Closed 

3 
10:30 am – Service 

Parsha: Passover 

Candles after 8:07 

4 

Yom Tov ends 

at 8:08 p.m. 

5 

 

6 

 

7 8 

 

 

9 

Candles @ 7:14 

 

10 

10:30 am – Service 

Parsha:  Shemini 
11 

10 am  – A.A. 

Bd. Mtg. 

12 

 

 

Rosh Chodesh 

13 

 

 

Rosh Chodesh 

14 

 

15 

 

 

16 

Candles @ 7:21 

 

17 

10:30 am – Service 

Parsha:  Tazria-

Metzora 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

Candles @ 7:29 

 

24 

10:30 am – Service 

Parsha:  Achrie 

Mot/Kedoshim 

25 

 

26  

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

Candles @ 7:36 

 

1 

10:30 am – Service 

Parsha:  Emor 
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