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Candle Lighting Times 

 

May 

 

May 7 – 7:43 p.m. 

 

May 14 – 7:50 p.m. 

 

May 21 – 7:57 p.m. 

 

May 28 – 8:03 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candle Lighting Times 

 

June 

 

June 4 – 8:08 p.m. 

 

June 11 – 8:12 p.m. 

 

June 18 – 8:14 p.m. 

 

June 25 – 8:16 p.m. 

 

April 30  – 7:36 p.m. 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

Saturday, May 1 
10:30 a.m. – Service 

Parsha: Emor 

 

Saturday, May 8 

10:30 a.m. – Service 

Parsha: Behar/Bechukotai 

 

Saturday, May 15 
10:30 a.m. – Service 

Parsha: Bamidbar 

 

Sunday, May 22 
10:30 a.m. – Service 

Parsha: Nasso 

 

Sunday, May 29 
10:30 a.m. – Service 

Parsha: Beha’alotecha 

 

Sunday, May 16 
Agudas Achim Board meeting 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

May 
Yon Lunken 

Donna Kaufman 

Myrna Cohen 

Ralph Fishman 

Joan Halperin 

Herbert Cohen 

Yos Fredman 

 

 

 

 

 

May 
Marcy and Michael Kennelly 

Dina and Yona Lunken 

Annette and Paul Small 
 

 

 
 

Issue # 136 5614 North University Street Phone # (309) 692-4848  E-mail – congaa@sbcglobal.net 

Monthly  Peoria, IL  61614   Web -www.agudasachim.wordpress.com 

 
                
 

    Iyar, Sivan 

           5781 
 

 

              May 

              2021 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Annual Meeting 
Please mark your calendar for Sunday, June 27, 2021 

at 9:30am for the Annual Membership Meeting 
 

mailto:congaa@mtco.com
http://www.agudasachim.wordpress.com/
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From our Rabbi, Michael Arsers 
Happy Lag BaOmer!! 

Lag BaOmer is one of the most mysterious holidays 

on the Jewish calendar. Its origins are unclear and 

what it celebrates is also clouded in uncertainty.    

           Here’s what we do know. The Omer (literally 

“a sheaf”)  was an offering brought to the Temple on 

the 16
th
 of Nisan, the day after the first day of 

Passover. This already was a matter of controversy. 

The Torah states, “When you enter the Land which I 

am giving you and you reap its harvest you shall 

bring the first sheaf of your harvest to the priest. He 

shall wave the sheaf before the Lord for acceptance 

in your behalf. The priest shall wave it on the day 

after the Sabbath.” (Lev. 23:9-11) There were 

sectarian groups in the time pf the Second Temple 

who took this verse literally and, therefore, held that 

the Omer should be brought on the day after the first 

Sabbath after Passover. This would obviously always 

be on a Sunday. The rabbis argued that Shabbat, in 

this particular instance, does not mean “the weekly 

Sabbath” but, rather, “the holy day.” As a result, the 

Omer was brought on the day after the first day of 

Passover - the 16
th
 of Nisan. The Torah also states, 

“And from the day on which ou bring the sheaf of 

wave offering – the day after the Sabbath – you shall 

count off seven weeks.” (Lev. 23:15) The mitzvah is 

to count the days and the weeks from the 16
th
 of 

Nisan until Shavuot, which is seven weeks. That is 

why the holiday is called Shavuot which means 

“weeks.”. This period is called the “counting of the 

Omer” Sometime during the Talmudic period, we do 

not know exactly when, it became customary to 

observe certain mourning practices during this 

period. We do not have weddings, take haircuts, or 

listen to live music. These mourning practices during 

the Omer period are nowhere mentioned in the 

Talmud. Why do we observe them? The tradition is 

that it is because twenty-four thousand students of 

Rabbi Akiba died between Passover and Shavuot, 

which is indeed reported in the Talmud. It is stated 

that they died from a plague because they did not 

show proper respect to one another. 

           Lag BaOmer is the 33
rd

 day of the counting of 

the Omer and is first mentioned in the 13
th
 century in 

a commentary on the Talmud that says that the 

plague affecting Rabbi Akiba’s students ceased on 

this day. Therefore, many terminate the observance 

of the mourning practices on Lag BaOner. There are 

several customs as to the period of the mourning 

practices and some observe them all the way from 

Passover to Shavuot, except on Lag BaOmer, 

Shabbat, and Rosh Chodesh. 

           It is not universally accepted that Lag BaOmer 

marks anything having to do with Rabbi Akiba’s 

students. There is, however, another explanation of 

Lag BaOmer which is particularly associated with 

Jewish mysticism. This tradition concerns another 

famous rabbi mentioned frequently in the Talmud – 

Shimon Bar Yochai. This sage is particularly 

important among the mystics because the Zohar, the 

major work of the Kabbalah (the Jewish mystical 

tradition) is attributed to him. The mystics believe 

that Lag BaOmer is Shimon Bar 

Yochai’s yahrzeit which the Zohar says is a day for 

celebration. You can witness the huge celebration 

with singing, dancing, and eating which takes place 

every year in Meron - the town in northern Israel 

where Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai is buried. Tens of 

thousands of Jews gather at the grave site and 

celebrate with unbelievable enthusiasm. (Google 

“Meron LagBaomer” to see videos of the event.) 

           I should note that there is another view of the 

death of Rabbi Akiba’s students which has been 

written about in modern times. This view claims that 

the twenty-four thousand students are a veiled 

reference to soldiers who died in the fight against the 

Romans led by Shimon Bar Kochba. This revolt 

which lasted from 132-135 CE was the last gasp of 

Jewish sovereignty in the Land of Israel. Some of the 

rabbis, including Rabbi Akiba, supported the revolt. 

Hence, according to some, the Talmudic story is 

really describing a bad period for the Jewish fighters 

from Passover to Shavuot. Perhaps, if we accept this 

interpretation, Lag BaOmer commemorates a brief 

victory enjoyed by Bar Kochba. 

One of the lessons that we can take from all 

of this is that we observe many things in Judaism that 

we really do not know the origins of, or what the 

reason for them is. Do we really know why we blow 

Shofar on Rosh Hashanah? Why do we have the 

custom of eating dairy on Shavuot? There are many 

explanations and interpretations that have been 

offered for these practices. The important thing is that 

we preserve these customs which are part of the 

texture of Jewish life. We can then read and study in 

an effort to find out what they mean. 

 

Nominating Committee 
Please contact Ed Kach to discuss 

opportunities to be an active board member 

by May 16 
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From our President, LaDona Fishkin 
 

Dear Members and Friends of Agudas Achim, 

Spring has returned and with it the 

wonderful Jewish spring holidays.  I hope you 

are feeling awakened as the gift of our 

awakening earth reveals more beauty each day.  

This transition for me with the counting of the 

Omer, encourages me to reflect as we move 

forward each day.  I try to look at what is around 

me and how I can respond in a holier way.  I 

would like to offer healing prayers to the lost 

lives in Israel during the tragedy at Mt. Meron, 

and to anyone else in our community the might 

be feeling loss but also I hope you feel the hope 

as we approach Shavuot and the gift of Torah. 

The nominating committee has a very 

difficult challenge.  We need you to step 

forward.  We continue to try to do G-d’s work 

and support our community but we need active 

participation from our board members.  Our 

executive board has served with me for the last 5 

years and some members even longer.  I feel 

fortunate to have served two terms and an 

additional year as President during COVID, but I 

would like to transition to a past-President 

position.  I will remain active and engaged but 

this is not a sustainable for any of us.  Please 

reach out to Ed Kach who has taken on this 

difficult committee. 

A mishnah teaching for the great Rabbi 

Hillel: In a place where there is no mensch, be a 

mensch. 

 

Shalom, LaDona W Fishkin 

President Agudas Achim 

 

 

Peoria Hebrew Day School News 
PHDS has had a great last month.  The students 

have had some fun experiences and have grown 

academically at the same time.  The students 

worked hard together to make flags for their 

different teams for Yom Ha'atzmaut.  We spent 

the day together at Detwiler Park, and the kids 

played several games and activities to celebrate 

Yom Ha'atzmaut.  The students have made great 

progress with their Hebrew this year, especially 

the older students as they have written some 

beautiful stories in Hebrew.  We are on the last 

stretch for the school year as it is almost summer 

break!  The staff is looking forward to 

celebrating our 8th grader Cian on our last day of 

school.  We are so excited for him to move onto 

high school as he has grown so much 

academically as well as maturing as a person.  

My favorite part of the end of the year is seeing 

all of the artwork each student has produced 

during the year.  Our older students just finished 

drawing a still life of a bowl of fruit, and the 

younger ones made some beautiful lily pads. 

 

 

 

Let’s Study Talmud 
Join Rabbi Arsers for Talmud study,  

All sessions are on Zoom at 10:00 AM. 

In preparation for Lag BaOmer – the 

33
rd

 day of the counting of the Omer - we will 

learn about Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, who, 

according to tradition, revealed the Zohar – the 

great work of Jewish mysticism.  It is believed 

that his yahrzeit is on Lag BaOmer and his grave 

site in northern Israel is visited by hundreds of 

thousands of Jews on this date. We will examine 

one of the most famous stories about the life of 

this great rabbinic figure from the Talmud. 

  In preparation for Shavuot - the holiday 

of the Giving of the Torah - we will study the 

laws of the reading of the Torah that are found in 

Tractate Megillah in the Talmud. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talmud Study 
The two sessions of Talmud Study 

originally scheduled with Rabbi Arsers 

for May 2 and May 16 will be 

rescheduled.  The Rabbi had to attend to 

unforeseen family need. 
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Kiddush Fund Donations 
Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, 

beloved father, Joseph Ziv 

CHAI – Marilyn Propp 

 
 

 

 

 

Torah Fund Donations 
Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, 

beloved mother, Helen Morgenstern 

CHAI – Debbie and Harry Morgenstern 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, 

beloved father, Israel Morgenstern 

CHAI – Debbie and Harry Morgenstern 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, grandfather, and great-grandfather, 

Eugene Buksz 

CHAI – Corinne Dennison; Dennison and 

Cooley families 

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother, 

Elisabeth Buksz 

CHAI – Corinne Dennison; Dennison and 

Cooley families 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, 

beloved grandfather, Sol Feinner 

CHAI+ – Elyse Perlen 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

aunt, Anna Shulewitz 

Barbara Lichter 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

uncle, Norman Shulewitz 

Barbara Lichter 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

grandmother, Molly Shulewitz 

Barbara Lichter  

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

father, Max Wiss 

Barbara Lichter  

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

mother-in-law, Mollie Congress 

CHAI – Betty Congress  

Memory of the yahrzeit of our dear, beloved 

father, Walter Wolff 

CHAI+ – Sue and Howard Wolff  

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, beloved 

husband, Larry Reiser 

6 X CHAI+ – Trude Reiser 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freyda Fredman Hospitality Fund 

Honor of Debbie and Harry Morgenstern on 

the birth of their grandson, Leo Ethan 

Kamenear 

CHAI – Marcy and Michael Kennelly and family 

Cindy and Eric Goldberg 

Honor of Rena Olenick’s 90
th

 birthday 

CHAI – Yos Fredman 

Honor of the recovery of Helen Resler 

Cindy and Eric Goldberg 

Memory of the yahrzeit of my dear, 

beloved mother-in-law, Wanda Propp 

CHAI – Marilyn Propp 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charity Fund Donations 
Honor of Debbie and Harry Morgenstern on 

the birth of their grandson, Leo Ethan 

Kamenear 

Joan and Tom Halperin 

Honor of the recovery of Helen Resler 

Joan and Tom Halperin 

Memory of Janet Srafford 

Joan and Tom Halperin 

Memory of Susie Favus Neft 

Joan and Tom Halperin 

3 X CHAI – Judith Sontag 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wed. Thursday Friday Saturday 

      

 

1 
10:30 am – Service 

Parsha: Emor 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 6 

 

 

7 

Candles @ 7:43 

 

8 

10:30 am – Service 

Parsha: 

Behar/Bechukotai 

9 

 

10 

Yom 

Yerushalayim 

11 

 

 

12 

 

Rosh Chodesh 

13 

 

 

14 

Candles @ 7:50 

 

15 

10:30 am – Service 

Parsha:  Bamidbar 

16 

A.A. Board 

Meeting 

Erev Shavuot 

Candles @7:52 

17 

Shavuot 

Candles after 

8:58 

18 

Shavuot 

Yom Tov 

ends at 8:59 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

Candles @ 7:57 

 

22 

10:30 am – Service 

Parsha:  Nasso 

23 

____________ 

30 

24  

___________ 

31 

Memorial Day 

Office Closed 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

Candles @ 8:03 

 

 

Office Closed 

29 

10:30 am – Service 

Parsha:   

Beha’alotecha 
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